Chowan County Board of Commissioners
Monument Relocation Committee
Meeting
Monday, September 15, 2025
Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street
4:00pm

Present: Committee Chair Chris Evans, Commissioners Bob Kirby and Tony Shaffer.

Advisory Members Present: County Manager Kevin Howard and Board Clerk Susanne Stallings
were present.

Chair Evans noted that back in March, the Board of Commissioners, at their annual retreat
established a monument relocation committee to work with County staff to develop a
recommendation for site improvements at the site for the relocation of the Confederate
monument as well as the existing Veterans Memorial. He then introduced David Stevenson, a
local Interior and Garden Designer who he has requested to work with the committee to develop
a plan that is aesthetically pleasing and follows all of the Town’s and Historic District
regulations.

Mr. Stevenson provided his background noting he has 36 years of experience in architectural and
landscape design. He stated he has been asked to come up with a design for the site. He stated he
hoped to come up with something that is pleasing to all. He stated he looked forward to working
with the committee and County Commissioners.

Commissioner Shaffer stated that he would like to see in the design a level of detail that names
the 13 fallen members of the Confederacy with their names and dates of service. He stated he

believed this monument was a tribute to those who died.

Commissioner Kirby stated that he wanted it to be noted that this monument is not the Edenton
Confederate monument but the Chowan County Confederate monument.

Commissioner Evans asked if the County Manager or Clerk wished to add anything to
discussion. Both indicated they did not have anything to add.

Commissioner Kirby asked Mr. Stevenson what his timeline would be for a design.
Mr. Stevenson stated he would have something together by November.

Commissioner Kirby stated he would like it by November 1*. He stated he wanted to see the
monument reinstalled.



Mr. Howard provided the committee and Mr. Stevenson with a rough drawing that was provided
by the Town Manager of the monument and its foundation as it was situated when it was at the
foot of Broad Street. A copy of the sketch is in the committee meeting file labeled September 15,
2025, and also attached to these minutes.

Commissioner Evans stated he felt it was important to ensure the location of the monument on
the grounds and that it is structurally sound.

Commissioner Shaffer stated there has been mention of an underground aquifer or old drainage
area near or around the area where the monument is to be located.

Mr. Howard noted that staff have looked at maps and has not been able to identify a natural
drainage ditch in that area on old maps.

Commissioner Kirby noted that the Town can do a compaction study.

Mr. Howard noted that the placement of the monument is on the Town per the MOU. The
County is to come up with a design for the area and determine the exact location for placement.

Commissioner Evans asked if the building inspectors determined if the foundation is up to code.

Mr. Howard noted that the building inspectors will rely on an engineer’s certification because
there is no building code for this type of foundation.

Mr. Stevenson stated that if there is a known aquifer in the area, he will need to know about it.
Mr. Howard noted that staff have not been able to locate anything from reviewing maps.

Commissioner Kirby stated that once Mr. Stevenson has the information he needs and develops a
design, he would like for the Committee to have some time to review it. The Committee will
need to meet and develop a recommendation to then send to the full Board of Commissioners for
their vote. He noted that the Edenton Preservation Commission will also have to have final
review and approval since the monument is being placed within the historic district.

Commissioner Evans asked if the committee could meet again before the November 3™
Commissioner meeting.

Commissioner Kirby stated he would like to be able to review the design ahead of the meeting.
He asked that Mr. Stevenson forward what has put together to the Board Clerk for her to send it
to the committee members when it is ready.

Mr. Stevenson stated he would send what has put together to the Board clerk at the end of
October.

Adjourn
Being no further business, Chairman Evans declared the meeting adjourned.



Chris Evans, Committee Chairman Susanne Stallings, Clerk



