
 
 

 

 

 

 
DSS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

September 13, 2022 
 
Attendees:  Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair), Ms. Janie White (Co- Chair, Commissioner Alexander 
Kehayes, Mrs. Darnell White, Cheri L. Blount, Interim DSS Director and Mary F. White, 
Administrative Officer II.  
 
 Call to Order – Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair). 
  
Board Agenda for September 13, 2022  
 
Approval of August Minutes Revised 
 
Public Comments – No comments. 
 
Interim Director’s Report- Ms. Blount reported to the Board the following agency updates:  
 

• Ms. Blount introduced the new employee Zhiasia Bazemore. Ms. Bazemore has accepted 
the position of Human Resource Placement Special. She began on September 1, 2022. 
  

• Ms. Blount updated the Board on vacancies in the agency. Currently there are eight (8) 
vacancies. They are as following: Director, Lead worker for Food and Nutrition and 
Work First, a Human Resource Placement Specialist, a Food & Nutrition Caseworker, a 
Child Protective Service Social Worker, an Adult Protective Social Worker and a Family 
and Children Medicaid caseworker along with a new resignation on August 26, 2022 of 
Harley Paul, Foster Care and Adoption worker. The agency continues to review 
applications.  
 

• Ms. Blount informed the Board that the budget amendment for the Department of Social 
Services Board Members’ pay increase had been submitted for approval at the Chowan 
County Commissioner meeting on September 19, 2022. 
 

• Ms. Blount also discussed with the Board members how the agency is working comp-
time to meet compliance deadline for programs due to the vacancies. She then expressed 
to the Board how she was at this time working as Interim Director, Supervisor and as a 
caseworker for Food & Nutrition, Childcare, Energy, Work First, Emergency Assistance 
and the 200% (Work First) programs due to the vacancies in the agency.  
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• Ms. Blount updated the Board on that she had received from the State an email about 
Recipient Eligibility Determination (REDA) Audit and two waivers for June and July due 
to Medicaid failed the State report card for June and July 2022. The Medicaid Supervisor 
was out of the agency so the report cards could not be discussed with her at this Board 
meeting. 
 

• Ms. Blount also informed the Board that the Applicant that the agency had hired to start 
with Food and Nutrition Services unit failed to show up for the first day of employment 
on September 1, 2022. Mrs. Mary White contacted the applicant after several attempts 
and he responded that he had taken another position. It was also known that the 
application had posted his concerns on Facebook as in why he did not accept the position 
due to the salary.  

 
 
Board Member Comments and Questions: 

• Commissioner Kehayes inquired about how so many application was being processed 
with so many vacancies. Ms. Blount informed him it was through comp-time. 
Commissioner Kehayes, then inquired about what was comp-time. When informed about 
what comp-time was he inquired that would employees rather receive paid overtime than 
comp-time? Ms. Blount informed him yes they would.  

• Mrs. Gertha-Bond Thomas also inquired about applications for the Board member and 
the Director’s position. There have not been any more applications for the Board or 
Director’s positions. 

• Commissioner Kehayes commented that one of the applications received for the DSS 
Board would not be able to participate due to his work schedule.  
 

Closed Session:    

• Mrs. Gertha Bond-Thomas asked for a motion to go into the closed session for pursuant 
to N.C.G.S 143-318(a) (6) personnel matters. Ms. Janie White made the motion and 
Commissioner Kehayes second. 

•  Ms. Janie made a motion to adjourn the close meeting and Commissioner Kehayes seconded 
the motion. 
 

Meeting Adjournment: 

• Mrs. Gertha-Bond asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Janie White made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. 

The next Board meeting will be October 11, 2022 at 8:00 am 


