
 
Tourism Development Authority 

Meeting 
Tuesday, October 23, 2018 

12:00pm 
Town Council Chambers 
504 South Broad Street 

Edenton, NC 27932 
 
 

Present: Don Faircloth, Teresa Thesier, Diane Pariseau, Tyler Russell, Susan Beckwith and 
Katrina Barnes. 
 
Absent: Frank Jones, John Dowd, and Ben Speller, 
 
Ex-Officio Members present were Anne-Marie Knighton, Nancy Nicholls, Cathy Smith and 
Susanne Stallings Clerk 
 
Guests present Win Dale and Elizabeth Bryant  
 
Chairman Faircloth called the meeting to order.  He noted a recommendation to amend the 
agenda to consider a resolution in support of NC Farming and a Letter of Support for the Eastern 
Shore’s application for the NC Great Grant. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Ms. Beckwith moved to approve the agenda as amended. Ms. Thesier seconded the motion. 
Chairman Faircloth asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
Public Comment 
There was none 
 

Consent Agenda  

A. Review and acceptance of August 21, 2018 minutes 
Ms. Thesier moved to approve the minutes as presented. Ms. Pariseau seconded the 
motion. Chairman Faircloth asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (6-
0).  

 
Farming Resolution 
Ms. Nicholls presented the Board with a resolution in support of NC Farms.  
Mr. Russell moved to approve the resolution as presented. Ms. Thesier seconded the motion. 
Chairman Faircloth asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (6-0).   
   

Resolution by the Chowan County Tourism Development Authority 
To Protect North Carolina Farmers 

 
Whereas, agriculture is one of the most significant drivers of North Carolina’s economy, creating tens of 
billions of dollars in economic activity, employing 17 percent of the state’s workers, and accounting for 
nearly 20 percent of the state’s economy; and 



 
Whereas, 26 lawsuits have been filed in North Carolina asserting nuisance allegations against Murphy-
Brown, a subsidiary of Smithfield Foods; and 
 
Whereas, while the lawsuits name Murphy-Brown as a defendant, most of the farms affected by the lawsuit 
are independently-owned family farms who, despite operating their farms in a law-abiding manner, stand to 
lose their livelihoods as result of the litigation; and 
 
Whereas, during the trial phase of a recent case, the jury was denied the ability to conduct a site visit to 
experience first-hand the conditions complained of and after verdicts were reached, a gag order was entered 
preventing farmers and their neighbors from publicly discussing the conditions on their farms or the effects 
of the lawsuits on their farming communities; and 
 
Whereas, the Chowan County Tourism Development Authority fears that if this verdict is not overturned, 
it will set a precedent with far reaching ramifications devastating to North Carolina’s agriculture economy, 
harmful to rural farming communities, and will push hardworking family farmers into bankruptcy by 
stymying their ability to produce fruits and vegetables, raise livestock and seafood, and grown crops and 
grains. 
 
Now, Therefore Be It Resolved that the Chowan County Tourism Development Authority does hereby 
support not only the Swine Farmers of Eastern North Carolina, but the many poultry, crop, and livestock 
farmers in the State who stand to face similar claims in their communities here and across the country. 
 
Be It Further Resolved that a copy of this resolution be sent to our State and Federal Legislative 
Delegation and to all other partners related to North Carolina Farmer Protection. 
 
Adopted this 23rd day of October 2018. 
 
Letter of Support 
Ms. Nicholls presented the Board with a letter of support for the Eastern Shore’s application for 
the NC Great Grant.  
 
Mr. Dale stated that the grant is available to Tier I counties and they are seeking community 
support. The Board discussed the available broadband fiber infrastructure and discussed the need 
for this in our community. 
 
Ms. Barnes moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the letter. Ms. Beckwith seconded the 
motion. Chairman Faircloth asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
Financial Report 
 
Ms. Smith provided the Finance Report and highlighted that the TDA was on schedule and under 
budget. 
 
Budget Amendment 
Ms. Smith presented the Budget amendment BA1819-011 



 
 
 
Ms. Pariseau moved to approve the budget amendment. Ms. Thesier seconded the motion. 
Chairman Faircloth asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 
 
Media Report  
Ms. Barnes reviewed the media committee report.  A copy of the report is in the meeting file 
labeled October 23, 2018.  

Media FAM 

Anne-Marie stated the Town will be hosting 8-10 travel writers. She stated this should be in 
May. She stated the Town will pay for accommodations and meals for the writers. 

350th Update  
Mr. Dale reviewed all took place with the Peanut Festival.  He stated that the event was 
successful.  The next event will be November 3rd with a Harvest Meal provided on the Iredell 
House lawn, tickets are $5. 

Sharing Economy 
Elizabeth Bryant updated the Board on the work of the Town Attorney to adopt regulations 
which will be incorporated with the Land Use Plans in place/UDO. 
The Town has reached out to the UNC School of Government for their assistance in hopes that 
Edenton could be for Edenton to be a model for other communities of the same size once all is in 
place.  Rebecca Badgett who did the UNC webinars on Short Term Rentals is onboard to work 
with the Town.  The Council is looking to amend the ordinance in place, and must concentrate 
on health and safety; primarily involving insurance/parking/trash/smoke detectors/potential 
occupancy limit/number/limit one reservation under one roof under one name/not serve or sell 
food/ what is being considered.  The Council will host Ms. Badgett at one of their committee 
meetings, with a goal of a goal of mid-Dec, and the decision to move forward with an 
amendment will come before the full council in January.  
 
The Board members asked about whether owners are in the home or if there is a main house 
occupied and then a building used for such with a local management contact.  They also asked 

Description Old + or (-) New
Tourism Development Authority

*Music & Water Festival -                 (281.00)           (281.00)           
*Music & Water Festival 5,353.56         281.00            5,634.56         
Co-Op Monies -                 (116.75)           (116.75)           
Co-Op Office Supplies 344.70            116.75            461.45            
Co-Op Advertising -                 (2,750.00)        (2,750.00)        
Co-Op Advertising -                 2,750.00         2,750.00         

Balanced: 5,698.26         -                  5,698.26         

Justification:

51-8150-826-00

Account Code

51-3839-894-00

To amend the budget to include Co-Op and Discretionary monies for 
TDA through August 2018

51-3815-530-00
51-8150-261-01
51-3832-530-00
51-8150-370-01



about Business Property Tax – Melissa and Kevin were unable to attend but in the new tax year, 
the County Tax Office is gearing up with new software system and a postcard notice out so STR 
businesses can be listed and correct taxing is taking place – Occupancy Tax Collections whether 
through a listing agent such as AirBnB or on their own. 
 
Some questions from board members:  will they need to be ADA compliant – Elizabeth will 
check with Rebecca to see if this is required by the number of rooms, etc. Satellite housing 
properties were mentioned/affect zoning/guidelines for rental properties minimum housing code 
with safety, etc. 
 

VisitEdenton.com 
 Vacation Rentals listings on the website, there have been two for some time. There are other 
vacation rentals that have been asking to be added. The Board agreed on a moratorium for 
adding any new listings and will not allow listings until criteria is in place. It was suggested that 
those two that are listed become informed of the changes taking place and be removed. This will 
be until a registration system is in place. This will take approximately 90 days from the October 
meeting. 
 
Signage 
Anne-Marie noted that she looked at the welcome signs from Tarboro. She stated that the Town 
is committed to working with the TDA to find signs for replacing and it was suggested that we 
even look for other visible areas that the signs, once decided could be placed.  Need to check 
with DOT about W Queen Street bypass coming on Bus 17 on the northern end. 
 
Golden Leaf 
Ms. Knighton noted that the group met regarding the projects out by the airport that can show job 
creation at the Industrial Park, Midway Dr near the Marine Business Park with ramp, etc. they 
will submit a full request in November for funding.  The Regional Marketing and Promotions 
full proposal was denied because Golden Leaf is not funding tourism related projects. 
 

Hospitality and Organization Updates 
It was reported that businesses had been impacted negatively because of the storm – several 
weddings were taking place which has been good with one coming up this weekend – the couple 
were each from out of town and chose Edenton as their site for the weekend. 
 

Directors Report 
Nancy provided the Directors report. A copy is in the meeting file labeled October 23, 2018. 

Timely and Important Matters  
There were none. 

Adjourn 
Being no further business, Ms. Barnes moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Pariseau seconded the 
motion. Chairman Faircloth asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (6-0). 


