
 
 

 

 

 

 
DSS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 10, 2022 
 
Attendees:  Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair), Ms. Janie White (Co- Chair), Commissioner 
Alexander Kehayes, Mrs. Darnell White, Cheri L. Blount, Interim DSS Director and Mary F. 
White, Administrative Officer II.   
 
Call to Order – Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair). 
  
Board Agenda for May 10, 2022- Adopted by Ms. Janie White and it was seconded by Mrs. 
Darnell White.   
 
Approval of April 12, 2022 minutes – Motion to approve minutes by Commissioner Alexander 
Kehayes and seconded by Ms. Janie White. 
 
Public Comments – No comments. 
 
 
Interim Director’s Report- Ms. Blount reported to the Board the following agency updates:  
 

• Ms. Blount introduced new agency staff to the board. Ms. Rochelle Hawkins was 
introduced as the new Public Information Assistant IV that is supervised by Mary White 
Administrative Officer II she started on April 16, 2022. Ms. Amy Hemingway new Adult 
Medicaid Income Maintenances case worker supervised by Ms. LaShauna McNeil also 
started on April 16, 2022. 
 

• Ms. Blount informed the board that the Childcare Policy for Chowan County needed to 
be updated. Only two items will have to be updated the Board would need to review and 
signed the new policy.  
 

• Ms. Blount updated the Board members that the agency is currently working on the 
Fiscal Monitoring, Child Welfare is complete and the review was for 7 cases and there 
was no cases errors.  
 

• Ms. Blount also informed the board that the state Pamela Bell came into the agency and 
had Fiscal training with Mary White and her. Ms. Bell trained on reports, Federal and 
State spending NcCorels coding and reimbursements.  
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• Ms. Blount updated the board on vacancies in the agency. Currently there are six (6) 
vacancies. Director, Lead worker for Food and Nutrition and Work First, Human 
Resource Placement Specialist, Food & Nutrition Caseworker, Child Protective Service 
Social Worker and Family and Children Medicaid caseworker. 
 
 

• Ms. Blount also informed the board that Health Care provider for Medicaid visited the 
agency and was opened to clients to come in and discuss their services they are receiving.  
 

 
 
Board Member Comments and Questions: 

• Mrs. Gertha-Thomas Bond inquired about vacancies and possible job fairs. 
• Commissioner Alexander Kehayes inquired about board policies.   
• The board member also inquired about how new employees was working out. 

Closed Session:    

• Mrs. Gertha Bond-Thomas made a motion to go into the closed session for pursuant to 
N.C.G.S 143-318(a) (6) personnel matters. Mr. Kehayes and Ms. Janie White seconded 
the motion. 

•  Mrs. Darnell White made a motion to adjourn the close meeting, which was Commissioner 
Kehayes seconded the motion. 

 

Meeting Adjournment: 

• Mrs. Gertha-Bond asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Kehayes 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Janie White seconded the motion.  

 

The next Board meeting will be June 14, 2022 at 8:00 am 


