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DSS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 8, 2022

Attendees: Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair), Ms. Janie White (Co- Chair), Mrs. Darnell White,
Cheri L. Blount, Interim DSS Director and Mary F. White, Administrative Officer II. Absent
was Commissioner Alexander Kehayes.

Call to Order — Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair).

Board Agenda for March 8, 2022- Adopted by Ms. Janie White and it was seconded by Mrs.
Darnell White.

Approval of February 8, 2022 minutes — Motion to approve minutes by Mrs. Darnell White and
seconded by Ms. Janie White.

Public Comments — No comments.

Interim Director’s Report- Ms. Blount reported to the Board the following agency updates:

e Ms. Blount introduced new agency staff to the board. Ms. Shawnice Mercer was
introduced as the new Adult Medicaid Income Maintenance Caseworker by LaShauna
McNeil (Medicaid Supervisor) she started on March 1, 2022.

e Ms. Blount updated the board on vacancies in the agency. Currently there are 6 (six)
vacancies. Lead worker for Food and Nutrition and Work First, Human Resource
Placement Specialist, Child Protective Service Social Worker, Adult Medicaid
caseworker, Family and Children Medicaid caseworker and an Accounting Tech III that
has been hired and will be starting April 1, 2022.

e Ms. Blount informed the board that she was reviewing application and they were are
submitted to the stated. To see if they were qualified for the positions. If they were
qualified they will be asked into the agency for an interview.

e Ms. Blount also informed the board that the budget estimates for the agency will have to
be submitted to the Finance office by Thursday, March 10, 2022. The template and the
estimates are complete but are being review by Mary White.



Ms. Blount informed the board that the stipend for her to fill in as Interim Director was
approved by the County Commissioners.

Ms. Blount updated the Board members that she would update them on A Memorandum
of Understanding Agreement (MOU) between College Interns and the Department of
Social Services. Interns are in the Service Units across the state. This agreement requires
each agency to pay a fee of $250.00 per semester for each intern.

Board Member Comments and Questions:

Mrs. Gertha-Thomas Bond asked Ms. Cheri Blount how things were going in the agency
since she has taken the Interim Director position. Ms. Blount informed her that she has
been reviewing court summaries working on filling vacant staff positions. The Food and
Nutrition Unit is good at this time and the Energy program is still consistent. She sit in on
a Children and Family Medicaid meeting and childcare do not have a waiting list at this
time.

Mrs. Gertha Bond inquired was the raise approved for Mary White that was requested?
The request was not made to the Commissioner meeting due to timing of the meeting and
the previous director had separated from the agency. Mrs. Bond-Thomas made the
suggestion to add the request into the new budget estimates.

Ms. Janie White inquired if the cases for the (REDA) Recipient Eligibility Determination
Audit was randomly pulled.

Commissioner Kehayes stated that most abusive people grew up in homes with abusive
relationships.

Closed Session:

No Closed session.

Meeting Adjournment:

Mrs. Gertha-Bond asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Darnell White made a
motion to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Janie White seconded the motion.

The next Board meeting will be April 11, 2022 at 8:00 am



