Grocery Store Incentive - Fact Sheet from Chowan County

There is quite a bit of information circulating social media regarding Monday night’s County
Commissioners public hearing regarding an incentive for a grocery store. Some of the
information that is going around is inaccurate, for that reason, we are posting the following
information to get the facts out to the public:

FACTS:

e The Chowan County Board of Commissioners received a request from Town of
Edenton to provide an economic development incentive in the amount of $100,000
per year, for five (5) years ($500,000 total) to a potential grocery store that has
indicated they wish to locate in the Town of Edenton. If approved by the
Commissioners, the Town plans to provide an additional $500,000 incentive to the
grocery store. The incentive is to be managed by an interlocal agreement between
Chowan County and the Town of Edenton.

e The Board of Commissioners are seeking public comment at the June 15" Public
Hearing to speak in favor of, or in opposition to the request.

e Ifthe Board of Commissioners votes to fund the request, an interlocal agreement
will be considered at a later time, this agreement will outline the terms of the
incentive.

e Chowan County Commissioners have NOT proposed that the grocery store charge a
$2 surcharge to customers. This idea was submitted by a County resident/taxpayer,
suggesting an alternative way to generate funds rather than utilizing public taxpayer
funds as an incentive. The County cannot legally require such a fee to be
implemented.

e Representatives with the Edenton-Chowan Partnership have been evaluating the
need for a grocery store in Edenton for several years and have been actively
recruiting potential tenants (grocery stores) to locate at the existing North Broad
Street Shopping Center location.

e Edenton Chowan Partnership believes the incentive will be funded by tax revenue
generated by the grocery store (sales/use tax and property tax revenues).

e Theincentive would be paid in annual installments after the building is renovated,
equipment installed, employees hired and the grocery store open for business for
one year.

e The public hearing will be held on Monday, June 15, 2026 at 6:00pm at the Chowan
County Public Safety Center, 305 West Freemason St. Edenton, NC.



