
Chowan County Board of Commissioners and Edenton Town Council 
Special Joint Meeting 

Monday, February 24, 2024 
College of the Albemarle 

Culinary Arts Building 118 Blades St. Edenton, NC 
5:30pm  

 
 
This meeting was recorded. A copy of the recording is in the meeting file labeled February 24, 
2025. 
 
Commissioners Present: Chair Bob Kirby, Commissioners Ellis Lawrence, Tony Shaffer, Tray 
Taylor, Ron Cummings (came in late), Larry McLaughlin and Chris Evans. 
 
Town Council Members Present: Elton Bond, Craig Miller, Aaron Coston, Bob Turner, Hackney 
High (Mayor), Samuel Dixon and Patrick Sellers. 
 
County Staff present County Manager Kevin Howard Board Clerk Susanne Stallings and County 
Attorney Lauren Arizaga-Womble 
 
Town Staff present Tammy Woodley, Town Manager Corey Gooden and Town Attorney Hood 
Ellis. 
 
Mayor  Hackney High welcomed all in attendance and called the Edenton Town Council to 
order. 
 
Chairman Bob Kirby also welcomed all in attendance and called the Board of Commissioners to 
order. 
 
County Commissioners Clerk Susanne Stallings performed a roll call. 
 
Mayor High noted that all Councilmen were present.  
 
Commissioner Cummings joined the meeting. 
 
Mayor Hackney High then read the following statement into the record: 
 
“As most of you know, on November 25, 2024 the Town of Edenton and Chowan County entered 
into a Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Confederate Monument.  Under the terms 
of that Memorandum, the Town agreed to relocate the Confederate Monument to an area 
between the Chowan County Detention Center and the Veterans Memorial within 30 days of the 
entry of a Consent Judgment resolving the lawsuit captioned as United Daughters of the 
Confederacy vs. the Town of Edenton in which Senior Resident Superior Court Judge, Jerry 
Tillett had entered a Restraining Order prohibiting the Town from relocating the monument 
pending further hearing by the Court.     
 



Prior to the entry of the Memorandum, the Town Attorney shared the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the attorney of record for the Plaintiffs in the United Daughters case and he 
advised the Town Attorney that he and the Plaintiffs agreed with the relocation, the provisions of 
the Memorandum of Understanding between the Town and the County, and that he as attorney 
for the Plaintiffs would  sign the Consent Judgment ending the lawsuit and enabling the Town to 
relocate the monument as agreed with the County in the Memorandum of Understanding.    
 
After the Town and County formally entered the Memorandum of Understanding on November 
25, 2024, a new attorney for one of the three Plaintiffs filed a Notice of Appearance in the case 
and indicated that he and his client, the Sons of Confederate Veterans did not agree with the 
proposed Consent Judgment and would not sign the Consent Judgment. The execution of the 
Consent Judgment by all the Plaintiffs and final resolution of the monument lawsuit against the 
Town was an express condition of the Memorandum of Understanding and since that condition 
has not been met and cannot be met, the Town and County cannot move forward with the 
previous Memorandum of Understanding entered on November 25, 2024.   
 
Since then and on January 3, 2025 the Town and each Council Member and the County and each 
member of the Board of Commissioners have been sued five (5) local citizens represented by the 
Southern Coalition For Social Justice asserting multiple claims, but of interest tonight is their 
objection to relocating the monument to the County property between the Detention Center and 
the Veterans Memorial. In deference to the complaint that these citizens and others did not get 
an opportunity to be heard before the Town and County entered the Memorandum of  
 
Understanding, the Town Council and the County Board of Commissioners unanimously agreed 
to convene this special joint meeting and public hearing.  
 
It is anticipated that the Council and Board of Commissioners will start the meeting by formally 
terminating the November 25, 2024 Memorandum of Understanding and that we will then 
conduct a public hearing on whether to enter a new Memorandum of Understanding conditioned 
upon a dismissal or other final adjudication in the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
lawsuit.” 
 
Mayor High stated that he encourages and will maintain civility in the comments. He stated he 
will allow people to speak without being interrupted or comments from the crowd to interrupt the 
speaker. He stated he will also enforce a 3-minute time for each speaker. 
 
Commissioner Chair Bob Kirby then read the following statement into the record: 
 
“In late May 2022, the County became aware that the Town Council approved a resolution to 
transfer ownership of the Confederate Monument to Chowan County.  Prior to the May 2022 
Resolutions Chowan County had not previously engaged in discussions to accept the monument. 
Following the Town’s Resolution in 2022, the County did not engage regarding the transfer of 
ownership due to concerns of ownership and potential litigation related thereto. 
 



The Town was subsequently sued by the United Daughters of the Confederacy, the North 
Carolina Division of the Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Colonel William F. Martin Camp 
1521 of the Sons of Confederate Veterans. This lawsuit remains pending. 
 
In 2024, individual members of the Town Council and County Board of Commissioners and 
citizens of both the Town and County sought to revisit the County’s willingness to accept 
ownership of the monument as there was continued litigation, protests, and disruption in Town 
business as a result of issues related to the monument. 
 
On November 25, 2024, the MOU considered and approved by both the Town Council and 
Board of Commissioners contained a provision that the litigation referenced as United 
Daughters of the Confederacy v. Town of Edenton was resolved by a consent order. 
 
On February 3, 2025, the County received a letter from the Town advising this condition 
precedent could not be met and therefore the November 24, 2024 MOU had failed. The Town 
asked if the BOC would be interested in another joint meeting to discuss entering a new MOU. 
 
This is what led us here tonight. 
 
In light of that the first matter of business is a vote to memorialize the termination of the 
November 25, 2024 MOU.” 
 
Vote to Memorialize the Termination of the Memorandum of Understanding of November 
25, 2024. 
 
Councilman Bond moved to terminate the MOU of November 25, 2024. Councilman Coston 
seconded the motion. Mayor High asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously. 
  
Chair Kirby opened the floor for discussion from the Board of Commissioners. He noted that 
Commissioner Cummings joined the meeting previously. 

Commissioner McLaughlin moved to approve the termination of the MOU as presented. Chair 
Kirby asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 

Public Hearing – Confederate Monument Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

Mayor High reminded the public of the rules previously stated and noted that he had a list of 
those who signed up to speak regarding the Confederate Monument Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU). 

Michael Dean, 100 Emperor Landing Road read a statement from the Edenton Bell Battery as 
their Commander and noted he has obtained 600 signatures on a petition to keep the memorial 
monument at its present location. He stated that nobody in the Bell Battery has supported the 
relocation of the monument. He quoted a letter from 1960 regarding the relocation of the 
monument from the historic Courthouse Green which stated the monument would enhance 
downtown where it currently is placed. He stated that there are visibility issues with the proposed 
location for the monument behind the Courthouse.  He stated that the letters to the Commissioner 



and Town Council from the Sons of Confederate Veterans an issue of standing has been omitted 
from the agreement. He asked if the Town Council is willing to concede a minor point (standing) 
and move on or drag the appeals out for years.  

Millard Bond 323 Mexico Rd. stated that there were many people present whose mothers were in 
the Women’s Club that relocated the monument from the Courthouse Green to its current 
location.  He stated that the 1960s relocation was done by fundraising by the Women’s Club. He 
stated it is a shame that another generation wants to change the work done. He stated this is 
being done by groups of people who come and want to change things in Edenton. 

Bill Paul, Windsor North Carolina stated he is member of the Edenton Bell Battery. He stated 
that people opposing the current location of the monument would not be happy with any 
location. He stated he questions the motives of the groups and stated he felt the groups wish to 
destroy the monument instead of relocating it. He asked if the monument disappears or is 
destroyed what would happen to the cannons by the Barker House. He asked if the cannons are 
just as objectionable to these groups. He asked what will be next to be removed. He suggested to 
let history be history and appreciate it and learn from it. 

Henry Burdick 152 Wharf Landing Dr.  stated he moved to Edenton in 2009. He stated the Sons 
of the Confederacy are spreading falsehoods. He stated that they claim Confederate Veterans 
should be considered the same as American Veterans. He stated they are not considered US 
Veterans. He stated pensions approved for widows of Confederate Veterans was clear it was not 
for American Veteran status. He stated the existing monuments at the current Veterans Park for 
the branches of service that served the US in war and peace. He stated proposed MOU relocates 
the confederate monument within feet of these monuments. He noted that the confederate 
monument will be much taller than the existing monuments and will be offensive to Veterans 
honored at the memorial park. 

Kathy Miller, Old Fish Hatchery Rd. Edenton said she was born and raised in Richmond VA. 
She stated she remembered going to the Civil War. She stated she never thought about what a 
disaster it would have been if the South had won the war. She stated she never thought about the 
Robert E. Lee monument. She stated she never thought about the monument represented a war to 
preserve slavery. She stated slavery was torture, child abuse and rape. She stated that many 
people may be like her and never thought about the monument and encouraged others to rethink 
what the monument stands for. She asked that the monument be put into storage and remove a 
symbol of torture and rape from this beautiful town. 

Joe Hollowell, Tyner NC stated his family moved to Chowan County in 1690. He that is 335 
years. He said North Carolina is part of the United States of America. He stated his forefathers 
(who fought in the Civil War) took a stand for a way of life and part of that way of life included 
slavery. He stated that was a disgrace and it should have never happened. He said when he sees 
the statute he is reminded of a history that we never want to live again where people are sold as 
property. He stated that the monument should remind us that we don’t want to ever go back to 
that. He stated locations suggested for relocation of the monument have been rejected by most 
parties. He stated the men that died in the Civil War died for something they believed in and they 



were citizens of this State. He stated the monument should be located at the Veterans park where 
other county residents have given their lives in War. He stated that he will walk with everyone to 
fight slavery anywhere in the country. He stated the UDC and William F Martin Camp will 
support the Commissioner and Council MOU as it is proposed. 

Alex Kehayes 2333 Locust Grove Rd. stated he visits the US Capital and visits the Vietnam War 
Memorial and reflects and grieves Johnny Winborne (from Chowan County) who died in 
Vietnam, he stated he was the only person that he knew personally that died in that war. He 
stated it was a terrible war that divided our nation, the US did not win and the war was terribly 
misguided. He stated he visited a cemetery in Normandy France and visited a German cemetery 
also in France. He stated he finds it remarkable that the French government has protected the 
burial and protects the cemetery even after the atrocities committed against the French by Nazi 
Germany. He stated he contrasts the attitude of the French to current civil rights activists who 
call memorials racist. He stated to say that memorials are to grieve and remember those who died 
in battle. He encouraged everyone to be knowledgeable and to help us study and remember our 
history. 

Dr. John Shannon pastor of Providence Missionary Baptist Church in Edenton stated he is a 
veteran of Vietnam and a black citizen. He stated he wished to voice his opinion of the 
monument. HE stated he served on the Town’s Human Relations Commission to enhance race 
relations in Town.  He stated the Commission developed a recommendation to improve 
relationships in the Town after researching the history of the monument, after 14 months the 
Commission recommended to Town Council to relocate the monument from Broad Street to 
another site. He stated they did not recommend where it should be relocated. He stated every 
attempt to relocate the monument has been delayed. He stated that he hopes one day soon the 
recommendation from the Commission would be considered as a move in the right direction for 
all citizens. He stated it was time to come together to bring the community together. 

Debra Miller 221 Hawthorne Rd. stated she was born in Massachusetts and moved to Edenton 
when she was 8 years old. She stated her parents were threatened with a cross burning in their 
yard for selling their home to a black family in MA and when they relocated to Edenton they 
were given an invitation to join the KKK to which they declined. She stated that both situations 
were what she defines as white supremacy. She stated she has asked why the monument has was 
moved to Broad Street in the 1960s.  She stated she has not received an answer but some locals 
have said it is a reminder for blacks to remember their place and because the monument faces the 
North is also to tell yankees to go home. She stated that the monument was moved during racial 
unrest of the 1960s and she questions if this was also white supremacy. She stated that Edenton 
population is majority black. She stated that the placement of the monument by the Council 
Chambers and a play ground or the new proposed location by the Veterans Memorial are also 
examples of white supremacy. She stated that those that have protested the monument have been 
harassed by locals and called communists fascists and other names and have been given the 
middle finger by locals and told to go home. She stated that prominent residents have chased 
after and screamed at protestors.  She stated she cannot understand a community that brags about 



itself how it can openly disrespect its residents with a symbol of white supremacy. She 
encouraged both boards to do the honorable thing and remove the statue.  

Rod Phillips 209 Olde Colony Dr. stated he pays both County and Town taxes. He stated when 
talking about Confederate monuments you hear words about heritage and history.  He shared the 
history of growing up in Johnston County that did not have indoor plumbing. He stated that 
when plumbing was installed his father knocked down the outhouse and filled in the hole. He 
stated that the outhouse was part of his history and heritage but not everything that is old is worth 
saving. He stated that white hoods are part of Edenton’s history but they are not in a glass case. 
He stated sometimes it is best to leave some things behind. He stated Chowan County does not 
need to own a Confederate Monument. He stated there is a group in North Carolina that is 
dedicated to remove monuments. He stated that relocating a monument to a Courthouse will be 
challenged in court and he feels their attitude is to bring it on. He stated that Town will pay for 
the movement of the monument but it will not be paying for the County’s legal bills that will 
come. He stated that the people holding the hearing are trying to serve a personal victory in 
ongoing culture war and they want the tax payers to pay for it and they need better than that. 

Ronnie Smith 103 Robin Lane stated he was born in Mississippi and raised in Alabama. He 
stated he has been a resident of Edenton for 33 years. He stated he is a Navy veteran and retired 
federal employee. He stated the monument represents slavery and a time of hatred denying 
peoples rights. He stated the monument has no place in the Town or community. He asked that 
the Boards feel compassion for their fellow neighbors and remove the monument, denounce the 
symbol of hatred. He stated is never to give up prejudices.  

Stella Brothers 222 Mexico Rd. stated she was born and raised in Chowan County.  She stated 
she has seen hatred and prejudice and love and compassion in this community. She stated she 
was asked to join the Human Relations Commission and she first focused on the mission 
statement of the Commission which was to strengthen the community relations. She stated it 
took 2.5 years to complete a task. She stated that 22 initiatives were established by the 
Commission and they did their part. She stated the vote was 7-6 to relocate the monument.  She 
stated the Council also voted to remove the monument. She stated that the Council went into a 
private session with the County Commissioners to discuss ownership and relocate the monument 
to the County without any input from the Commission or public comment and she felt that was 
wrong.  

Alan Smithers 125 Benbury Dr. stated the statue has a large confederate flag on it and CSA 
(Confederate States of America) and is a monument to the Confederacy. He stated that 11 states 
succeeded from the Union and part of this included the protection of slavery in all confederate 
states. He stated it is a memorial to the protection of slavery. He stated that the Town Council 
and the HR Commission created a vision of equity and inclusion and asked how relocating the 
monument to the County is equity and inclusion. He stated the monument is about white 
supremacy and oppression. He stated it seems like the Town is focused on one solution of 
moving the statue to the County and asked if the Town could look at other options like putting 
the statue in storage or giving it to the United Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC).  He stated 



an offer of $50,000 was given to the town for the Monument. He stated he would recommend the 
Town vet other alternatives and not relocate it to the Courthouse. 

Jim Retzke, 204 Heritage Point Dr. stated he moved to Edenton 4 years ago from Chicago. He 
stated he has been accused of being racist. He stated he is not a racist. He stated he provides 
biblical counseling to veterans. He stated when he saw the statue he praises God of where this 
country is and how this country was led out of the nightmare of slavery. He stated when the 10 
commandments were taken out of schools. He stated he believes the statue should stand because 
it is a reminder of how far this country has come. He provided an example of compromises made 
in seminary and theology that do not align with God’s word. He stated that he stands against 
slavery and stated he also stands on God’s word. 

Karen Mastin 204 N. Granville St. stated Edenton, the prettiest small town in the South should 
not have a monument that affirms racist ideology. She stated the monument should be placed in 
storage while the Council decides where it should go. 

Angela Sikes, 102 W Carteret St. an online video encouraged her to come check out Edenton. 
She fell in love with Edenton. She stated she purchased a home and restored it. She stated that 
after two years she restored another home. She stated that the video shared how the Town voted 
to remove the monument and she felt that this meant there were like minded people in Edenton 
as herself. She stated otherwise she would not have moved here. She stated the statue remains 
and those that visit her comment on how horrible the statue is. She stated she has found two lines 
of family ancestry from the 1700s that owned property also owned people in Chowan County. 
She stated she considers this is an awful part of her story.  She stated she found she has several 
ancestors who fought to maintain slavery as Confederate soldiers. She quoted Mya Angelou 
stating that when we know better we do better. She stated she wanted to change her family 
history in Chowan County and encouraged the Council to remove not move the monument and 
be welcoming to those who come to Chowan. 

Jason Kint 202 E Queen St. thanked the service of both boards to their community. He stated the 
process has been disappointing because the decision to relocate the monument was not done in 
the public it was done in the dark without the people’s input. He stated it has been unclear where 
the monument would be relocated. He stated that without explanation the Town has no 
defensible explanation to relocate the monument to a courthouse that represents fairness and 
justice and the statute stands for something out. He stated that justifying the proposed location of 
the monument because it is behind the courthouse is absurd. He stated that black residents should 
not have to walk by a monument and wonder if justice applies to them the same as everyone else. 
He asked why prioritize the views of some and why make decisions about the monument in the 
dark.  He stated that the MOU highlights Joseph Hewes but ignores the place the statute is 
currently placed where slaves were auctioned off. He stated that this Town has hidden behind a 
lawsuit. He stated that leadership and moving forward does not look like this. He urged the 
Council to put the statue in storage. 

John Morehead 112 E Queen St. stated he served on the Human Relations Commission and 
stated he has no complaints of any of the members of the commission. He stated many of the 



speakers told many things to the Commission that were not true. He stated he has done his own 
research. He stated that the Commission was told the monument was erected and then moved 
because the Town was racist. He stated that the truth is that monuments were placed in the north 
and later monies were raised by locals in the early 1900s.  He stated that the Veterans Memorial 
celebration every year lists men who died in battle and found the names of 47 men who died in 
the Civil War.  He stated at the time the monument was located on the green because it was the 
most decent place in Town. He stated it was moved in the 1960s because the Town wanted to 
beautify the Town and the monument would draw people downtown.  He stated he feels the 
decision to move the monument behind the Courthouse is appropriate. 

Wayne Caskey 1003 North Oakum St.  stated that when he moved here he made a point to 
befriend people on both sides of the argument on the monument. He stated that he decided to 
remain neutral on the monument because he has friends on both sides. He stated what surprises 
him is how each side perceives the other. He stated one side wants the monument removed and 
views the other side as racists. He stated that the group as a whole are not racist but there may be 
racists among them. He stated that the side who wishes to keep the monument views the other 
group as ungodly heathens. He stated that he knows these people are ungodly heathens but there 
may be some among them. He stated he thought the MOU was originally a good compromise. 
He stated when he talked to both sides he decided that was wrong. He stated that those who want 
the monument removed have fought for it not to be removed. He stated that he prays for the 
Council and Commissioners because no matter what they do, people on both sides will not be 
satisfied. 

Susan Inglis Water Street stated she feels it is important to remove the monument from the 
current location as soon as possible. She stated that she feels the best place for relocation is the 
Town property at Beaver Hill Cemetery, where Confederate soldiers are buried.  She stated that 
property was owned by confederate decedents. She stated that this will tell the story of the Civil 
War and its aftermath and acknowledge that our forebearers depended on slave labor to maintain 
their personal wealth and economy that sustained this region. She stated that after the war money 
that could have helped veterans was used to erect a statue as a statement of white supremacy. She 
stated in this day and age we know better and we should not have a monument for a lost cause 
located in the heart of this Town. 

Laurie Edwards, Strawberry Hill stated her property is nearly two centuries old and she loves her 
community and her home. She stated she comes from a military family and she stated she didn’t 
understand why the confederate soldiers receive more honor than the greatest generation. She is 
pained that so may do not hear the voices of those hurt by the statute and the lack of empathy 
they show. She stated that those hurt represent more than half of the Town. She stated that they 
keep talking and not doing anything. She stated in protest she is painting the columns of her 
historic home black and standing in solidarity with those who feel the pain of the statue and she 
wants them to know she feels their pain too. 

Mayor High stated that concludes the public comment. 

 



Ron Toppin stated he sent an email to the Town Manager with four other names to speak. He 
stated he wished to give his time to Steve Raider. 

Town Manager Corey Gooden stated two of the four names have already spoken. He stated the 
two that have not spoken were Ron Toppin and Steve Raider. 

Mr. Toppin stated that he was told that his speaker could have 20 minutes. Mayor High stated 
that was not agreed to, he allowed Mr. Toppin to give his time to Steve Raider. 

Steve Raider resident of Washington County NC stated he has two confederate solider ancestors 
who did not own slaves but enlisted to defend their homes from invasion. He stated NC has a 
statute to protect historic monuments. He stated the bill was from a Chicago representative who 
felt that confederate veterans need to be recognized too. He stated this is an attack by 
totalitarians to suppress history. He stated that destroying monuments and cancelling history is 
common. He stated that the lefts crusade against confederate monuments started with BLM 
whose founders describe themselves as trained Marxists. He stated that they rely on the gullible 
to jump on board with their causes. He stated they attempted to remove monuments in France 
and were stood up to by the president. He noted that many free blacks fought for the south. He 
stated these monuments also honor free blacks. He shared journal entries from the Civil War 
describing freed blacks who fought for the Confederacy. He stated that the north claim to fight 
against slavery was more about economic control of the south. He discussed a Corwin 
amendment. 

Mayor High noted that Mr. Raider was given 6 minutes. 

Chair Kirby stated that the Commissioners have a policy to allow anyone that was not able to 
sign up to speak the opportunity. He called for any further public comment. 

Bob Annis of Macedonia Rd. stated he is a transplant from the North and stated he is an Army 
Veteran. He asked if the town is kicking a can down the road. He stated that he fell in love with 
this town because it was not afraid of its history. He stated it is important to learn from its 
history. He stated when he grew up people burned crosses and there are people who want to tear 
down monuments. He stated there are people afraid of history and want to take monuments 
down. He asked what happens next when people want to take down crosses or removal of 
cannons at the waterfront. He stated you will never satisfy everyone and there has to be a 
compromise. He stated as a tax payer he worries that there will be another long-protracted battle 
to get the monument removed. He stated he worries about what happens when they come after 
flags or crosses to be removed. 

There was a comment from the audience, Mayor High reminded the audience to not make 
comments. 

Mr. Annis stated you have to learn from history and if you remove the past you will not learn 
from it. 



Mayor High thanked everyone for their comments and the civil manner in which the thoughts 
were received and presented. He stated the next item of business is to consider the new 
monument MOU. 

Confederate Monument Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

He stated the new MOU changes the triggering event and read the following new triggering 
event into the record: 

“Within thirty (30) days of the dismissal or other final adjudication of the civil action (file 
22CVS000198-200) Chowan County Superior Court United Daughters of the Confederacy v. 
Town of Edenton) thus dissolving and removing the existing Restraining Order, and in all 
respects concluding the case, the Town, at its expense, will remove the Confederate Monument to 
include the bronze statute and pedestal, the tripartite carved stone shaft, the muti-tiered carved 
stone base, its existing foundation, surrounding brick square, four flagpoles and ground lighting 
from its present location on South Broad Street, relocate same to its new location on property 
owned by Chowan County and located behind the Chowan County Courthouse in the open space 
between the Chowan County Detention Center and the Veterans Memorial as identified by the 
County on Exhibit A hereto (outlined in blue highlight), and re-erect same at its new location in 
accordance with the presentation/placement plan determined by the County.” 

Councilman Bond moved to enter into the new MOU. Councilman Miller seconded the motion.  
 
Mayor High asked for any discussion from the Council, there was none. Mayor High asked for 
all in favor, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Kirby asked if there was a motion from the Commissioners to consider the new MOU. 
 
Commissioner Shaffer moved to consider approval of the MOU. 
 
Chair Kirby asked for any discussion from the Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner McLaughlin stated he was not in a position to vote yes or no at the time. He stated 
he feels the Commissioners need to think hard and have a discussion with its counsel. He stated 
his reservations are the County being stuck with court cases and the associated costs if the 
County takes the monument. He stated he wanted to be cautious. 
 
Commissioner Evans stated he concurred and feels they need to study. 
 
Commissioner Cummings stated he agrees. 
 
Commissioner Lawrence stated he agreed. 
 
Chair Kirby stated that the Commissioners need to consider in this forum, if they wish to indicate 
to the public that the comments have been heard and considered he noted the following that 
people want the monument put in storage. He stated he did not think the statutes allow the 



monument to be put in storage or at Beaver Hill Cemetery. He stated the verbiage of the MOU 
needs to be considered and suggested the Commissioners go through the MOU. 
 
County Attorney Lauren Arizaga Womble stated she was here to assist the Board of 
Commissioners. She stated the Commissioners has options to consider the MOU that was 
presented and the Commissioners and noted they have seen the MOU prior the meeting. She 
stated the Commissioners can approve the MOU, request changes to the MOU for the Council to 
consider, or vote to not move forward at this time or act on a whole new MOU.  She stated there 
is a motion on the floor to consider the MOU. She asked if Commissioner Shaffer wished to 
withdraw his motion. 
 
Commissioner Shaffer asked to withdraw his motion. He stated that he feels the Commissioners 
needs to review the items in the MOU. 
 
Commissioner Evans moved to table the decision to allow time to review the MOU and discuss 
any ramifications. He stated he wanted to table the decision. 

Board Clerk Stallings asked if the motion was to table the consideration of the MOU to allow 
Commissioners time to review until when? 

Ms. Arizaga Womble asked Commissioner Evans what was his timeline for consideration. 

Commissioner Evans stated he recommended the Commissioner take the MOU back and study it 
and take it back to the Town. 

Ms. Womble asked if this will be at a later meeting of the Commissioners? 

Commissioner Evans stated that he would recommend consideration at the March 3rd meeting. 

Ms. Stallings restated the motion from Commissioner Evans to table consideration of the MOU 
until the March 3, 2025 County Commissioner Meeting. 

Commissioner Evans stated yes that was his motion. 

Commissioner McLaughlin stated he enjoyed all the points of view from both sides and both are 
good arguments. 

Chair Kirby asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 

Mayor High asked that the County please notify the Council of the results of the March 3rd 
meeting. He asked that the Council put this as an agenda item for the Council March 11th 
meeting. 

Councilman Coston asked if another joint meeting would be needed for open dialogue. He stated 
he would like to have open dialogue to hear any concerns. 

Mayor High stated he agrees and after the Commissioners meet and relay their concerns the 
Council will need to meet and consider those concerns. 

 



Adjourn 

Councilman Coston moved to adjourn the special meeting of the Council. Councilman Bond 
seconded the motion. Mayor High asked for all in favor the motion passed unanimously.  

Commissioner Taylor moved to adjourn the special meeting of the Commissioners. Chair Kirby 
asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 

 

 

__________________________________   _____________________________ 

Bob Kirby, Chairman      Susanne Stallings, Clerk 

 


