Edenton Town Council & Chowan County Board of Commissioners
Joint Special Meeting
November 25, 2024
5:30 p.m.
Council Chambers, 504 S. Broad Street
Meeting will be held in the Council Chambers, 504 S. Broad Street. Remote Video Access Available via
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2524822155?pwd=TONFUEJOMXInV3B2UFA1SO0R0aj gzZUT09
Meeting ID: 252 482 2155 Passcode: 458434
Dial in Option: 301-715-8592 (Meeting ID & Password same)

AGENDA

Call Meeting to Order: Mayor W. Hackney High, Jr. & Chowan County Chairman Bob Kirby

Confederate Monument Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)

Adjournment



STATE of NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY of CHOWAN
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDNG & AGREEMENT

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING & AGREEMENT, made and entered into this
25™ day of November, 2024 by and between the Town of Edenton, a municipal corporation of North
Carolina (hereinafter “the Town”), and the County of Chowan, a political subdivision of North
Carolina (hereinafter "the County”)

WITNESSETH

That whereas the monument and memorial to the Confederate Dead from Chowan County who
fought and died in the Civil War (hereinafter “the Confederate Monument”) was erected in 1904
near the north end of, the Chowan County Courthouse Green, as depicted on that plat of a "Survey
for Chowan County Courthouse Property and Green," of September 24 & 25, 1997, by Mark D.
Pruden, R.L.S., of record in Plat Cabinet 1 at slide 152-A in the Chowan County Registry, and

Whereas in 1932 there was erected on the Courthouse Green the Joseph Hewes monument in
honor of Joseph Hewes who was one of the original signers of the Declaration of Independence and
by 1961 the Edenton Woman's Club desired to complete the restoration of the Courthouse Green
congruent to the 18th-century Courthouse; and

Whereas, of record in Minutes Book 6, the Chowan County Commissioners on March 6 and May 16,
1961, accepted and authorized plans and granted permission to carry out the plans, funded by the
proceeds of the 1961 spring Biennial Pilgrimage, submitted for the historic re-landscaping and
terracing of the Courthouse Green, and relocation of the Confederate Monument from the Greento
the south end of the Town’s Broad Street; and

Whereas, on June 1, 1961 the Confederate Monument was moved from the Courthouse Green to
the middLle of the fifth block of the Town's South Broad Street where it has remained ever since; and

Whereas, on February 8, 2022 the Edenton Town Council unanimously accepted the
recommendation of the Human Relations Commission previously appointed by the Town and voted
to relocate the Confederate Monument in compliance with N.C. General Statute Section 100-
2.1”Protction of Monuments, Memorials and Works of Art;” and

Whereas, the United Daughters of the Confederacy and others initiated a civil action in Chowan
County Superior Court against the Town to restrain the Town from relocating the Confederate
Monument and on March 23, 2023 the Senior Resident Judge entered a Restraining Order enjoining
the Town from relocating the Confederate Monument pending further hearing and order of the
Court; and

Whereas, subject to the terms and conditions of this Memorandum of Understanding and
Agreement, the County has agreed to accept the Confederate Monument and permit it to be
relocated to the grounds of the current Chowan County Courthouse as more particularly described
herein; and



Whereas, the Town desires to transfer and relocate the Confederate Monument to the described
location which satisfies the statutory requirements that the Confederate Monument be relocated to
a site of similar prominence, honor, visibility, availability and access within the boundaries of the
Town and permit the Town to proceed with its Waterfront Master Plan which includes the area
presently occupied by the Confederate Monument; and

Whereas, United Daughters of the Confederacy and other Plaintiffs in the civil action now pending
against the Town have approved this Memorandum of Understanding & Agreement and agreed to
enter into a Consent Judgment with the Town concluding the pending action on the basis of this
Memorandum of Understanding & Agreement without any further claims or relief:

NOW THEREFORE the Town, acting through its Mayor and Town Council, and the County, acting
through its Chairman and Board of Commissioners, do hereby covenant and agree as follows:

1. Within thirty (30) days of the entry of a Consent Judgment in the civil action (file 22-CVS-98
Chowan County Superior Court United Daughters of the Confederacy v. Town of Edenton)
dissolving and removing the existing Restraining Order on the basis of this Memorandum of
Understanding & Agreement, acknowledging the relocation, its purpose and the site to which
the Confederate Monument will be relocated fully comply with N.C. General Statute Section
100-2.1, and in all respects concluding the case and dismissing any other claims, the Town, at
its expense, will remove the Confederate Monument to include the bronze statute and
pedestal, the tripartite carved stone shaft, the muti-tiered carved stone base, its existing
foundation, surrounding brick square, four flag-poles and ground lighting from its present
location on South Broad Street, relocate same to its new location on the grounds of the
existing Chowan County Courthouse in the open space between the Chowan County Jail
Building and the War Memorial as identified by the County on Exhibit A hereto (outlined in blue
highlight), and re-erect same at its new location in accordance with the
presentation/placement plan determined by the County.

2. Upon the date of delivery of the Confederate Monument to its new location on the County’s
grounds at the existing Chowan County Courthouse, the Town will deliver a bill of sale or
similar document transferring and conveying all right, title and interest the Town may have in
the Confederate Monument to the County. By accepting the bill of sale or similar document
the County agrees to keep and maintain the Confederate Monument in compliance with all
federal and state laws and regulations.

3. Once delivered and re-erected by the Town as agreed herein, the County assumes any and all
obligations with respect to the maintenance and landscaping of the Confederate Monument.

4. Thisis the complete Memorandum of Understanding & Agreement between the Town and the
County. This Memorandum of Understanding & Agreement may not be modified or amended
except in writing signed by the Town and the County.

[Signatures on following pages]



By authority of its Town Council, the Town has caused these presents to be by its proper officers
signed in its corporate name and attested and its corporate seal to be hereunto affixed, this day and

year first above written.

TOWN OF EDENTON

By:

W. Hackney High, Jr.

(Affix Town Seal) Mayor

Attest:

Corey Gooden

Clerk

STATE of NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY of CHOWAN

I, , the undersigned Notary Public of the said State and the County of
. , do hereby certify that this day personally came before me Corey Gooden
and acknowledged that he is Clerk to the Town of Edenton, a municipal corporation, and that by
authority duly given and as the act of the corporation, the foregoing instrument was signed in its
name by its Mayor, sealed with its corporate seal, and attested by himself as its Clerk:

Witness my hand and official seal this day of November, 2024.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

(Affix Notary Stamp or Seal)



By authority of its Board of Commissioners, the County has caused these presents to be by its
proper officers signed in its corporate name and attested and its corporate seal to be hereunto
affixed, this day and year first above written.

CHOWAN COUNTY

By:

Bob Kirby.

(Affix County Seal) Chairman, Board of Commissioners

Attest:

Susanne Stallings

Clerk

STATE of NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY of CHOWAN

, the undersigned Notary Public of the said State and the County of
, , do hereby certify that this day personally came before me Susanne Stallings
and acknowledged that he is Clerk to the Chowan County Board of Commissioners, a body politic,
and that by authority duly given and as the act of the corporation, the foregoing instrument was
signed in its name by its Chairman, sealed with its corporate seal, and attested by herself as its

Clerk:

L,

Witness my hand and official seal this day of November, 2024.

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:

(Affix Notary Stamp or Seal)



EXHIBIT A




