
 
Chowan County Board of Commissioners 

Opioid Settlement Funds Committee 
Meeting 

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 
Chowan County Public Safety Center 

305 West Freemason Street 
4:00pm 

 
 
Present: Committee Chair Tray Taylor, County Manager Kevin Howard, Finance Officer Cathy 
Smith, Edenton Town Councilman Aaron Coston, DSS Director Tyeshia Phelps, EMS Director 
Colin Ryan,  Sheriff Edward Basnight and Trillium Health Vice President Bobbie Lowe.  
 
Advisory Members Present: Board Clerk Susanne Stallings and NENC Partnership for Public 
Health Julie Tunney were present. 
 
Absent: Edenton Chowan Schools Tanya Blount and Health Department Deputy Director Amy 
Underhill 
 
Guests in attendance were Perquimans County Emergency Services Director Jonathan Nixon and 
Perquimans County EMS Bethany Buttram. 
 
Call to order 
Chairman Tray Taylor called the committee meeting to order.   
 
Presentation from Perquimans County EMS 
Mr. Nixon presented the committee with information on the Perquimans County Mobile 
Integrated Healthcare Program (MIH). He stated this program begin in 2019 after Perquimans 
applied for a PORT grant to train first responders for overdose response. He stated after the grant 
ran out; Perquimans County continued the program after the grant period ended. He stated that 
during this time EMS distributed naloxone in the community.  He stated that in 2022 Perquimans 
County received grant funding from the Duke Endowment along with monies from the Opioid 
Settlement Funds to purchase a vehicle that is credentialed as Paramedic level. He stated that 
follow up is attempted at 25- and 72-hours post overdose. He detailed community outreach 
programming that is also included in the MIH of naloxone distribution, harm reduction education 
and efforts to reduce the stigma. He stated that in May of 2024 the Perquimans County 
Commissioners authorized $65,700 of Opioid Settlement Funds under Exhibit A: Strategies 8, 7 
and 9 to pay for half of the salary of the MIH Coordinator and part-time provider, to purchase 
Naloxone and to start a syringe service program. He noted that due to the grant funds, none of 
the opioid funds were used.  In May of 2025 the Perquimans Commissioners authorized 
$114,000 of Opioid Settlement Funds under Exhibit A, Strategies 1, 8 and 7 to provide payroll 
support for the MIH Coordinator and part-time providers ($104,000) and Naloxone purchase 
($10,000). He noted that when the grant funding ends, they plan to use Opioid Funds to 
supplement the existing programming in pace and the Perquimans Commissioners will determine 
if County funds supplant the existing MIH programming.  Mr. Nixon shared that he not only 



distributes Naloxone in the community but also to law enforcement, fire and even in the school 
system for facilities. He noted that Naloxone kits are included in County owned Automated 
External Defibrillators (AED) that are located strategically in the community.  
 
Mr. Nixon shared the various programming options that he has looked into for the MIH and 
PORT program. He stated they have looked into transportation options as well as drug court 
options. He stated that Perquimans County is interested in looking into regional partnerships with 
neighboring counties to expand the services provided with the limited funding received in each 
County. 
 
Committee members thanked Mr. Nixon for the information and stated they would like to see a 
recommendation for a regional partnership with a neighboring County. 
 
Mr. Howard explained that any regional partnership would have to be worked out between the 
County Boards (agency structure, funding, oversight) are areas that will have to be considered. 
 
Mr. Howard stated at the next Committee meeting he would like to bring a recommendation to 
the Committee to establish a MIH program in Chowan County EMS. He stated he would like the 
EMS Director Colin Ryan to develop a plan for a position within Chowan EMS to serve as the 
MIH Coordinator.  He noted that once the committee approves a recommendation it will be 
forwarded to the Commissioners where there will be public input sessions before a final plan is 
adopted by the Board of Commissioners. 
 
Next Meeting 
It was decided that the next Opioid Settlement Funds Committee Meeting will be on September 
17th at 4:00pm. 
 
Adjourn 
Being no further business, Chairman Taylor declared the meeting adjourned. 
 

 

 
_______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Tray Taylor, Chairman      Susanne Stallings, Clerk 

 

 


