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DSS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
April 11, 2022

Attendees: Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair), Ms. Janie White (Co- Chair), Mrs. Darnell White,
Cheri L. Blount, Interim DSS Director and Mary F. White, Administrative Officer II.
Absent was Commissioner Alexander Kehayes.

Call to Order — Gertha Bond-Thomas (Chair).

Board Agenda for April 11, 2022- Adopted by Ms. Janie White and it was seconded by Mrs.
Darnell White.

Approval of March 8, 2022 revised minutes — Motion to approve minutes by Mrs. Darnell White
and seconded by Ms. Janie White.

Public Comments — No comments.

Interim Director’s Report- Ms. Blount reported to the Board the following agency updates:

e Ms. Blount introduced new agency staff to the Board. Mrs. Tammie Foreman was
introduced as the new Accounting Tech III that is supervised by Mrs. Mary White,
Administrative Officer II. She started on April 1, 2022.

e Ms. Blount informed the Board on the State request for Energy(CIP) reallocation survey.
She informed the Board members that the agency did not reallocate any funds. Those
funds will be used for ongoing assistance and for cooling during the remainder of the
fiscal year.

e Ms. Blount updated the Board members on the State’s requirements of Department of
Social Services Intern Contracts.

e Ms. Blount updated the Board on vacancies in the agency. Currently there are six (6)
vacancies: Director, Income Maintenance Lead Worker (FNS, WFFA, Energy, Child
Care and NEMT ), Work First Human Resource Placement Specialist, Food & Nutrition
Services Caseworker, Child Protective Services Social Worker and Family and Children
Medicaid Caseworker.



Ms. Blount also informed the Board that the Child Welfare disaster plan was completed
and submitted on April 1, 2022. The plan was updated with the assistance of the County
Manager Kevin Howard, Susanna Stallings, Cord Palmer, Deanna Cherry and Harley
Paul. The Disaster plan is put in place in case of a Disaster.

Ms. Blount updated the Board with the roof repairs and the budget.

Board Member Comments and Questions:

Mrs. Gertha-Thomas Bond stated she was glad to see that the roof is now being repaired.
Mrs. Gertha Bond inquired about what colleges were participating in the internships for
the Departments of Social Services.

Ms. Janie White inquired about the time line for the internships.

Mrs. Darnell White commented on the NCACBSS meeting that was attended by Mrs.
Gertha Bond-Thomas, Ms. Janie White and Mrs. Darnell White at the McKimmon
Conference and Training Center in Raleigh, NC on April 8, 2022.

Closed Session:

Mrs. Gertha Bond-Thomas made a motion to go into the closed session for pursuant to
N.C.G.S 143-318(a) (6) personnel matters. Ms. Janie White and Mrs. Darnell White
seconded the motion.

Ms. Janie White made a motion to adjourn the close meeting, which was Mrs. Darnell White
seconded the motion.

Meeting Adjournment:

Mrs. Gertha-Bond asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mrs. Darnell White made a
motion to adjourn the meeting and Ms. Janie White seconded the motion.

The next Board meeting will be May 10, 2022 at 8:00 am



