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Community capability continues to improve with the implementation of new plans, policies, and 
programs that help to promote hazard mitigation at the local level. The current state of local capabilities 
for the participating jurisdictions is captured in Section 5: Capability Assessment. The participating 
jurisdictions continue to demonstrate their commitment to hazard mitigation and have proven this by 
reconvening the HMPC to update this multi-jurisdictional plan and by continuing to involve the public in 
the hazard mitigation planning process. 

Moving forward, information in this plan will be used to help guide and coordinate mitigation activities 
and decisions for local plans and policies in the future.  Proactive mitigation planning will help reduce the 
cost of disaster response and recovery to communities and their residents by protecting critical 
community facilities, reducing liability exposure, and minimizing overall community impacts and 
disruptions.  This plan identifies activities that can be undertaken by both the public and the private 
sectors to reduce safety hazards, health hazards, and property damage. 
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3 ���¸���Ç�Ç�Ž�Ç�{�������K���������Ý�y�Ž�¸�K 
This section provides a general overview of the current conditions in the Albemarle Region and its 
participating municipalities. It consists of the following subsections: 

3.1 Geography and Environment 
3.2 Population and Demographics 
3.3 Historic Properties 
3.4 Housing 
3.5 Infrastructure 
3.6 Current and Future Land Use 
3.7 Employment and Industry 

3.1 �{�K�Ý�{�������‰�e�����Ç�A���K�Ç�Y�Ž���Ý�Ç�Ã�K�Ç�� 

Camden, Chowan, Gates, Hertford, Pasquotank, and Perquimans Counties are located in the northeastern 
corner of North Carolina, as shown in Figure 3.1. 

Although the Albemarle Region is a largely rural area, there is an abundance of attractions that draw 
visitors to the area. Regional attractions include the Roanoke River Lighthouse, the Great Dismal Swamp, 
Historic Edenton, Merchants Mill Pond State Park, and the Museum of the Albemarle. 

The Albemarle Region comprises 1,617.2 square miles of land area, as detailed by participating 
jurisdiction in Table 3.1. 
Table 3.1 �õ Albemarle Region Total Land Area  

Jurisdiction  

Total Land Area 

(Square Miles)  

Camden County  240 .3 

Chowan County  172.7 

Edenton  5.4 

Gates County  340 .6 

Gatesville  0.4  

Hertford County  353.2  

Ahoskie  4.3 

Cofield  3.1 

Como  3.2 

Harrellsville  0.3  

Murfreesboro  2.3 

Winton  0.8  

Pasquotank County  226.9 

Elizabeth City  11.7 

Perquimans County  247 .2 

Hertford  2.7 

Winfall  2.1 
                                                          U.S. Census Bureau  

Camden County is located in northeastern North Carolina and bordered to the north by the State of 
Virginia, Currituck County to the east, Pasquotank and Gates Counties to the west, and the Albemarle 
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�6�R�X�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���E�R�U�G�H�U�V�����&�D�P�G�H�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���G�U�D�Z�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
Hampton Roads region (Norfolk, Chesapeake, Virginia Beach). It is a short drive from the North Carolina 
Outer Banks, Downtown Norfolk, and Chesapeake, Virginia. No formally incorporated municipalities are 
located in Camden County. In 2006, the County approved an ordinance via referendum to create a unified 
government that incorporated the former townships of South Mills, Camden, and Shiloh into the County.  
These townships comprise the three core community areas: South Mills in the north, Camden in the center 
of the County, and Shiloh Village near the south end. The Great Dismal Swamp, the largest swamp in the 
nation, covers the northern portion of the County. 

Chowan County is the smallest county in the State by land area. The County maintains one municipality, 
Edenton, which serves as the County seat. Chowan County is situated parallel to Bertie and Perquimans 
County �D�Q�G���O�L�H�V���V�R�X�W�K���R�I���+�H�U�W�I�R�U�G���*�D�W�H�V���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����7�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\���L�V���S�U�H�G�R�P�L�Q�D�Q�W�O�\��
comprised of the Chowan River, which runs toward the Albemarle Sound bordering the County to the 
South. NC Highway 17 traverses through the County east to west, while NC Highway 32 runs north to 
south and provides immediate access to Tidewater Virginia through Gates County. 

Gates County is located in the coastal plain of northeastern North Carolina and is bordered by Hertford 
County to the west and southwest, Chowan and Perquimans Counties to the south, Pasquotank and 
Camden counties to the east, and Suffolk County, Virginia to the north. The center of Gates County is 
located approximately 25 miles from Suffolk, Virginia; 48 miles from Norfolk, Virginia; 18 miles from 
Ahoskie, North Carolina; and 25 miles from Murfreesboro, North Carolina. The Town of Gatesville, the 
�F�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���R�Q�O�\���L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�G���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�Dlity, is the county seat of Gates County. Gatesville has a total land 
area of less than one square mile and comprises less than 3 percent of the total county population. 

Hertford County is located in the northeastern region of North Carolina, bounded on the north by the 
Virginia state line and to the east by Gates County. The County lies 55 miles southwest of Norfolk, 105 
miles southeast of Richmond, and 120 miles northeast of the NC state capital of Raleigh. Major highways 
serving the County include US Routes 13, 158, and 258, and NC Highways 11, 42, 45, 305, 461, and 561.  
The County has six municipalities including the towns of Ahoskie, Cofield, Como, Harrellsville, 
Murfreesboro, and Winton. 

Pasquotank County is located in the northeastern section of North Carolina and is bordered by Camden 
County to the north and east, Gates County to the northwest, Perquimans County to the southwest, and 
the Albemarle Sound to the south. The County has always been known for its water passages. The Dismal 
Swamp canal now forms part of the Intracoastal Waterway which runs along the east coast of the United 
States. Elizabeth City is the county seat of Pasquotank County. 

Perquimans County is located in northeastern North Carolina and is bounded to the north by Gates 
County, to the east by Pasquotank County, to the south by the Albemarle Sound, and to the west by 
�&�K�R�Z�D�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����+�H�U�W�I�R�U�G���L�V���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���W�R�Z�Q���D�Q�G���L�V���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\���V�H�D�W�����:�L�Q�I�D�O�O���L�V���W�K�H���&�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V��
other incorporated town. Perquimans County boasts a diverse and impressive natural environment. The 
Little River flows through the eastern part of the County while the Perquimans River flows through the 
center. The Yeopim River and the Albemarle Sound make up the southernmost boundaries of the County. 
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Figure 3.1 �õ Albemarle Region Location Map  

Source: U.S. Census Bureau  
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The Albemarle Region is hot and humid in summer, although cooling winds blow in from the abundance 
of open water lining southern portions of the region. Afternoon thunderstorms are the main form of 
precipitation during the summer, with most summer precipitation occurring in July and August.  
Precipitation is generally adequate for all crops, and the region benefits by a lengthy growing season. 

The average annual maximum temperature is 70.2 degrees F., and the average minimum temperature is 
49.7 degrees F. In winter, the average daily minimum temperature is 32.5 degrees F. In summer, the 
average daily maximum temperature is 86.3 degrees F. Rainfall is usually well distributed throughout the 
year, with an average annual precipitation of 48.07 inches. The average seasonal snowfall is about 2.6 
inches. 

Figure 3.2 and Figure 3.3 show the average monthly temperature and precipitation for the Elizabeth City 
Coast Guard Air Station and the Murfreesboro weather station, respectively, which approximate 
temperature and precipitation of the Region.  
Figure 3.2 �õ Average Monthly Precipitation , Elizabeth City Coast Guard Air Station  

 
Source: NOAA, NOWData  
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Figure 3.3 �õ Average Monthly Precipitation, Murfreesboro, NC  

 
Source: NOAA, NOWData  

3.1.1 WETLANDS 

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���G�D�W�D���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8���6�����)�L�V�K���D�Q�G���:�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�¶�V���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���:�H�W�O�D�Q�G�V���,�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\�����W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H��
approximately 289,243 acres of wetlands in the Region. Development within these areas is regulated by 
either the US Army Corps of Engineers, the NC Division of Coastal Management, or both. These entities 
have established regulations aimed at protecting fragile areas that are intended to work in concert with all 
�R�W�K�H�U���O�R�F�D�O�O�\���D�G�R�S�W�H�G���O�D�Q�G���X�V�H���U�H�J�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����:�H�W�O�D�Q�G�V���D�U�H�D�V���D�U�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���E�\���W�\�S�H���L�Q���H�D�F�K���F�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���D�Q�Q�H�[����
Table 3.2 provides a summary of wetland coverage within each County. 
Table 3.2 �õ Albemarle Region Wetlands Acreage  

County  Wetland Acreage  Total County Acreage  
Wetland Area as % of 

Total County Acreage  

Camden County  127,478.5 198,564.0  64.2%  

Chowan County  59,696.1 149,534.3 39.9%  

Gates County  64,923.1 221,275.3 29.3% 

Hertford County  37,145.5 230,653.9  16.1% 

Pasquotank County  76,839.3  185,170.7 41.5% 

Perquimans County  80,908.5  210,515.2 38.4% 

Total  289,243.20  800,027.57  36.15% 
Source: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory  
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Natural and Beneficial Wetland Functions: The benefits of wetlands are hard to overestimate. They 
provide critical habitat for many plant and animal species that could not survive in other habitats. They 
are also critical for water management as they absorb and store vast quantities of storm water, helping 
reduce floods and recharge aquifers. Not only do wetlands store water like sponges, they also filter and 
clean water as well, absorbing toxins and other pollutants.  

3.1.2 PARKS, PRESERVE, AND CONSERVATION  

The Albemarle Region is home to many parks, preserves, and other natural areas. There are two state 
parks in the region, Merchants Millpond State Park in Gates County and Dismal Swamp State Park in 
Camden County. Several other natural areas can be found within the six-county region which are detailed 
in Table 3.3 below. 
Table 3.3 �õ Parks and Natural Areas, Albemarle Region  

County  Name  

Camden  

Camden Community Park  

Dismal Swamp State Park  

One Mill Park  

Treasure Point Park  

Senior Trail  

Chowan  

Bennett's Mill Pond  

Robert Hendrix Park & Cannon's Ferry Heritage Walk  

Cape Colony Park  

Chowan River Fishing Pier  

Morgan Park  

MLK Park  

Pembroke Creek Park  

Colonial Waterfront Park  

Chowan Game Land  

Queen Anne Park  

Gates  

Merchants Mill State Park  

Chowan Swamp State Natural Area  

Gatesville Creekside Park  

Hertford  

Chowan Swamp Game Land  

Ahoskie Creek Amphitheater  

Riverside Park  

Pasquotank  

Fun Junktion  

Sawmill Park  

Northeastern Park  

Fish Court Park  

Elizabeth Street Triangle Park  

Pool Street Park  

George Wood Park  

Veterans's Park  

Charles Creek Park  

Waterfront Park  

Perquimans  
Perquimans County Recreation Center  

Winfall Landing Park  
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County  Name  

Rotary Park  

White Hat Landing Dock  

Perquimans County Athletic Fields  

3.1.3 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES  

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service maintains a regular listing of threatened species, endangered species, 
species of concern, and candidate species for counties across the United States. The Albemarle Region 
has six species that are listed with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services. Table 3.4 below lists the species 
identified as threatened, endangered, or other classification. 
Table 3.4 �õ Albemarle Region Threatened and Endangered Species  

Group  Common Name  Scientific Name  Federal Status  Counties Identified  

Birds  Red -cockaded woodpecker  Dryobate s borealis  Threatened  Ca, G, H, Pa 

Birds  Red knot  Calidris canutus rufa  Threatened  Ca, Ch, Pa, Pe 

Mammals  Northern Long -Eared Bat  Myotis septentrionalis  Endangered  Ca, Ch, G, H, Pa, Pe 

Mammals  Tricolored Bat  Perimyotis subflavus  
Proposed 

Endangered  
Ca, Ch, G, H, Pa, Pe 

Mammals  West Indian Manatee  Trichechus manatus  Threatened  Ca, Ch, Pa, Pe 

Reptiles  American alligator  
Alligator 

mississippiensis  

Similarity of 

Appearance 

(Threatened)  

Ca, G, H, Pa 

Source:  U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service  

Note: Ca = Camden, Ch = Chowan, G = Gates, H = Hertford, Pa = Pasquotank, Pe = Perquimans  

3.1.4 LAND COVER  

�7�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���2�F�H�D�Q�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F���D�Q�G���$�W�P�R�V�S�K�H�U�L�F���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�����1�2�$�$�����&�R�D�V�W�D�O���&�K�D�Q�J�H���$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V��
Program (C-CAP) tracks land cover change for the coastal regions of the United States. Understanding 
how land cover has changed and is continuing to change is important information for any hazard 
mitigation planning effort. The information below is meant to serve as a general overview of how the 
counties within the Albemarle Region have changed overtime.  

Table 3.5 shows the percent changes in land cover from one category to another during 1996 to 2016 for 
all counties located in the Albemarle Region. Figure 3.4 through Figure 3.9 illustrates the types of land 
that changed to developed during 1996 and 2016 for each county.  
Table 3.5 �õ Land Cover Change between 1996 to 2016, Albemarle Region  

County  
Total % 

Area that 
Changed  

% Net Increase 
of Developed 

Area  

% Net Increase 
of Impervious 
Surface Area  

% Net 
Decrease of 

Forested Area  

% Net Decrease 
of Total 

Wetlands  
Camden  7.67% 19.25% 26.51% -12.30% -0.90%  

Chowan  8.65%  7.86%  8.75% -7.94% -2.50%  

Gates  19.51% 17.16% 14.36% -5.98%  -1.30% 

Hertford  18.03% 14.48% 18.45% -5.23% -3.01% 

Pasquotank  7.51% 31.50% 27.21% -15.59% -1.44% 

Perquimans  7.43% 14.81% 14.69% -10.62% -3.17% 
Source: NOAA C -CAP Atlas  
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Figure 3.4 �õ Land Type Lost to Development, Camden County  

 
Source: NOAA C -CAP Atlas  
Note: AGR = Agriculture; BAR = Bare Land; EMW = Emergent Wetlands; FOR = Forested; GRS = Grassland; SCB = 
Scrub/Shrub; WDW = Woody Wetland; WTR = Open Water  

Figure 3.5 �õ Land Type Lost to Development, Chowan County  

 
Source: NOAA C -CAP Atlas  
Note: AGR = Agriculture; BAR = Bare Land; EMW = Emergent Wetlands; FOR = Forested; GRS = Grassland; SCB = 
Scrub/Shrub; WDW = Woody Wetland; WTR = Open Water  
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