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Chowan County Board Of Adjustment
September 20, 2011
5:30 p.m.

2nd floor training room
Chowan County Public Safety Center
West Freemason Street
Minutes

Chairman Brian White called the meeting to order.  He asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll.  Brian White, Charles Britton, Sheri Hare, Ron Andronowitz, JM Parrish and Tanya Parrish were present.  

Mr. Holland administered the oath to everyone who wished to speak on behalf of the application.
Mr. White asked for any corrections to the minutes of the September 1, 2010 meeting.

Mr. Britton moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Parrish seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. (7-0)

Mr. White noted the only item on the agenda, a variance request submitted by Samuel Keith Warren requesting relief from rear and side yard setback standards within the A-1 zoning district for property located at 1049 Soundside Road.  

Mr. Holland presented the staff report.  (attached)

Mr. Warren spoke on behalf of the application.  He gave the reasoning behind his request for a variance stating that if he built his outbuilding to meet the current setbacks in the A-1 district it could not function as he wanted it to and would be too close to his house.  (letter explaining the variance request in detail is attached)

Mr. White asked if any of the Board members had any questions for Mr. Warren.

Mr. Andronowitz asked what the distance was from the sideyard at the front corner of the boat drive.

Mr. Warren stated that he was not sure of the exact distance but it was around 17 feet.  He stated that he wanted to be able to build the outbuilding as far to the right and rear of the property as possible to allow adequate room to back a boat into the building and not be right up next to the house.

Mr. Andronowitz asked if the vacant lots left in the subdivision had to meet the County Zoning setbacks or if they could abide by the original setbacks put in place when the subdivision was platted.
Mr. Holland stated that Mr. Warren’s house was zoned A-1 but all the houses in the rest of the subdivision were zoned R-25.  He stated that the standards for the R-25 zoning district would apply to the other lots.  

Mr. White opened the floor to public comment.  There being no public present, the floor was closed.
Mr. White stated asked for any further Board discussion.

Mr. Britton stated that he felt that the Board needed to use common sense in making their decisions and that if he put himself in Mr. Warren’s position he felt that he has done nothing wrong.  He stated that the angled property line was unique to Mr. Warren’s lot and that it would meet the criteria for a variance.

Mr. Holland stated that if all the Board members were comfortable that Mr. Warren’s request met all the requirements for a variance that the application could be approved in one motion.

Mr. Britton moved to approve the variance application.  Ms. Hare seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (7-0)
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

