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MINUTES 
 
 

The Chowan County Board of Commissioners held a regular meeting on Monday, October 17, 
2011 at 9:00 am in the Chowan County Public Safety Center, 305 West Freemason Street 
Edenton NC. Present: Chairman Eddy Goodwin, Vice Chairman Keith Nixon, Commissioners 
Ellis Lawrence, Jeff Smith Emmett Winborne, Ralph Cole and John Mitchener. Staff Present 
Finance Officer Lisa Jones; Interim County Manager John Ed Whitehurst and Board Clerk 
Susanne Stallings. 
 
Chairman Eddy Goodwin called the meeting to order. 
 

Public Comment 

Chairman Goodwin asked for any public comment. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
Consent Agenda 

Chairman Eddy Goodwin then presented the Consent Agenda. 
 
a. Recommended Budget Amendments 

 

BA-1112-029 

Fund 41 Hurricane $  17,256  Increase revenue from insurance proceeds 
 
Fund 41 Hurricane $  17,256  Increase expenditures for hurricane related  
       damage to various county buildings   
       including Library, Senior Center, Animal  
       Shelter, Cannon’s Ferry Riverwalk and Cape 
       Colony Boardwalk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BA-1112-030 
3495 EFNEP  $   4,500  Increase revenue received from a Chowan  

      Hospital Foundation grant for the Expanded  

      Food & Nutrition Education Program (no   

      match required) 

 

4952 EFNEP  $   4,500  Increase expenditures for EFNEP including   

      salary, benefits and food prep supplies   

                                              

 BA-1112-031 

3616 Sr. Center                   $ 12,205   Increase revenue from Albemarle 
       Commission for Senior Center General  
       Purpose Grant 
 
4268 Sr. Center           $ 12,205  Increase expense for general operating  
       purposes to include part-time salary for  
       fitness instructors, office and departmental  
       supplies and travel (25% match required  
       covered by Senior Center Director’s salary)  
                             

 BA-1112-032 

3616 Sr. Center  $    869   Increase revenue from Albemarle   
       Commission for Senior Center Health  
       Promotions Grant 
 
4268 Sr. Center  $    869  Increase expense for health risk assessments  
       & screenings, fitness & exercise programs  
       and mental health services (10% match  
       required covered by Senior Center   
       Director’s salary)    
 

BA-1112-033 

3616 Sr. Center              $    336   Increase revenue from Home Depot   
       Foundation Grant (no match required) 
 
4268 Sr. Center             $    336  Increase expense for building improvements 
       and expansion of the Senior Center   
         

  
Being no additions or corrections to the consent agenda, Commissioner Mitchener moved that it 

be approved. Chairman Goodwin asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 



Transfer of Equipment 
Chairman Goodwin stated that the Board of Commissioners accepted a donated truck from NC 

Forest Service in July of 2010, to be used by Center Hill Crossroads Fire Department. He stated 

that as part of the agreement when the truck was no longer of any use to the Fire Department, it 

would be returned to the Forest Service. Chief Mike Hamilton has requested that the truck be 

transferred back to the Forest Service.  

Commissioner Winborne stated that he was not aware of any need for the truck at the fire 

department. 

Commissioner Smith moved that the Board approve the transfer of the equipment back to forestry. 

Chairman Goodwin asked for all in favor, the motion passed (7-0). 

Board Appointments 

Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) 

Chairman Goodwin sated that the bylaws of the LEPC and by the rules of the State Emergency 

Response Commission, the membership of the LEPC must be approved annually by the Board of 

Commissioners. A copy of the roster is in the meeting file labeled October 17, 2011. 

Commissioner Smith moved that the roster be approved and stated that he would like to see 

farming represented on this committee.  

Commissioner Winborne asked if this committee could provide quarterly reports to the 

Commissioners. 

Board Clerk Susanne Stallings stated she would pass this concern along to Cordell Palmer as the 

LEPC Coordinator. 

Chairman Goodwin asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 

 

Chowan County Jury Commission 

Chairman Goodwin noted that at the September 19, 2011 Board meeting, the Board began 

advertisement of a vacancy on the Chowan County Jury Commission and it was advertised on the 

county website. The Board received one application received along with a letter of 

recommendation from the Clerk of Court for the Board’s consideration. 

Commissioner Smith moved that the Board appoint Denise Bunch to the Jury Commission. 

Chairman Goodwin asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 

 



Chowan County Joint Advisory Committee 

Chairman Goodwin stated that the Albemarle Commission has requested reappointment of Willis 

Privott and Alice Ward for another three year term as they are eligible. He added that the 

Commission additionally is requesting that Lucille Sharpe be appointed to a vacancy on this 

Board.  

Commissioner Cole moved that the Board approve the two reappointments and one new 

appointment. Chairman Goodwin asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 

 

Real Property Sale 

Chairman Goodwin noted that in accordance with NCGS § 153A-176 and §160A-269 Chowan 

County has received a bid in the amount of $7,000 to purchase the following real property.  

Bid in the amount of $7,000 to purchase real property owned by Chowan County located 

at 817 B Soundside Rd. (Henderson Drive). Property consists of a 0.50 acre tract as 

surveyed by Mark D. Pruden, PLS, June 6, 2011, for Chowan County and subsequently 

declared surplus as a separate tract from the original 1.737 Acre tract found in Deed Book 

103, page 469 of the Chowan County Public Registry.  

PIN# 7823-00-04-7395. 

Commissioner Winborne moved that the Board accept the offer and add a condition that the 
fencing on the County property be replaced and the buyer will be responsible for any damages to 
infrastructure on the property. Chairman Goodwin asked for all in favor, the motion passed 
unanimously (7-0). 
 

Recreation Annual report 

Recreation Interim Director Mary Sawyer provided an update on the activities of Recreation 

Department for the past year. A copy of the PowerPoint is in the meeting file labeled October 17, 

2011. 

After Ms. Sawyers presentation the Board discussed the grassing cutting at the Northern Chowan 

Community Center. He requested that the County Manager discuss sharing this responsibility with 

the schools as the facility is used by the school system on a regular basis at no charge. 

Commissioner Winborne asked if the Recreation Department had plans to coordinate a repair to 

Dillards Mill Pond. 

Ms. Jones stated she has applied for FEMA monies to assist with this repair. 

Commissioner Nixon stated this is one property he would like to look at the agreement for 

ownership and responsibility.  



 

Finance Officer Report 

Finance Officer Lisa Jones reported on the following items: 

- September Finance Report 
Ms. Jones provided the finance report. A copy of the report is in the meeting file labeled 
October 17, 2011. She noted a total petty cash, checking and investment balance of 
$10,031,321. 

- Quarterly Budget Review 
Provided for the Board to review. Ms. Jones stated that any overruns in percentages have 
been discussed with department heads and legitimate explanations for each have been 
provided.  
Commissioner Nixon stated that the report looks good with the exception of 
Maintenance. She added that damages caused by Hurricane Irene will be covered by 
insurance. She also noted that there will be costs incurred for repair of the DF Walker 
Gym for bat eradication to ensure bats do not re-enter the gym. 

- Revenues and Expenditures Summary 
A copy of this report is in the meeting file labeled October 17, 2011. 
 

Manager’s Items 

Mr. Whitehurst spoke on the following items: 

-  George C. Moore building is to be sold at auction.  

- He noted that mosquito spraying has been a concern received in his office but due to state 

budget cuts the county has not maintained this program.  

- He stated that there is a pending petition and possible appeal of a decision of the Chowan 

County Planning Board regarding a recycling center. He noted the appeal is out of the 

hands of the Board of Commissioners and would be handled in district court. He stated 

that Mr. Rascoe (the petitioner and potential appellant) has been notified of a deadline to 

file an appeal in district court. 

Timely and Important Matters 

There were none. 

Executive Session 

Commissioner Mitchener moved that the Board go into Executive Session in accordance with 

NCGS 143-318.11(a) (1) (4) (5) & (6). Chairman Goodwin asked for all in favor, the motion 

passed unanimously (7-0). 

The minutes of the executive session are sealed. 



 

Commissioner Nixon moved that the Board close the executive session. Chairman Goodwin 

asked for all in favor, the motion passed unanimously (7-0). 

Tax Administrator 

Commissioner Smith moved to allow the Chairman and County Manager to offer the Tax 

Administrator position to Hosea Wilson and negotiate a salary. Chairman Goodwin asked for all 

in favor, the motion passed (7-0). 

Adjourn 

Being no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned 

 
 
 
 
__________________________    _____________________________ 
Chairman       Clerk 
Edward C. Goodwin 


