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What is the MAT? 
MAT stands for Multipartisan Assistance Team. It is a group of persons who have been appointed by the Board of Elections to provide assistance with mail-in absentee voting to voters living at facilities such as nursing homes. The makeup of the Team includes, at minimum, persons whose voter registration is affiliated with two different political parties. The Team assists voters who may not have a near relative or guardian available to provide assistance in requesting or casting a mail-in absentee ballot. 
Assistance in requesting a mail-in absentee ballot:
MAT members provide this form and assist in completing the form if necessary. Members also deliver the completed forms back to the Board of Elections office. 
 
Assistance in casting a mail-in absentee ballot:
The mail-in absentee ballot is delivered to the voter with a special return envelope. The back of the envelope requires that the voter complete some information and sign their name. It also requires two witnesses (or a Notary Public) to be present when the voter marks the ballot, and those witnesses must sign the envelope as well. MAT members can help with marking the ballot, completing the required information on the return envelope, and serve as witnesses to the act of voting. 
 
Will I receive training?
The Board of Elections provides each MAT member with the necessary training and supplies to assist the voter in either requesting a mail-in absentee ballot or completing the mail-in absentee ballot return envelope. You must also sign the declaration swearing or affirming that you will abide by the law regarding voter assistance. 
 


What can I expect when I become a member?
As requests are received, members sign up for a date, time, or location that fits their schedule.
 
How do I become a member?
[bookmark: _GoBack]To receive more information about becoming a MAT member, complete the application attached and print it to mail to the Chowan County Board of Elections office, PO Box 133 Edenton, NC 27932. This is an unpaid volunteer position assisting the voters of Chowan County in requesting and casting their ballot. 

