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CHOWAN COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
100 WEST FREEMASON CIRCLE

EDENTON, NORTH CAROLINA 27932

(252) 482-7441: PHONE              (252) 482-7041: FAX

DSS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

October 25, 2016
Attendees were: Ms. Janet P. Hines (DSS Board Chair); Mr. Craig Miller (Vice-Chair); Dr. Rene Smith; Dr. Alex Kehayes; Darnell White; and Letecia Loadholt (DSS Director). 
Call to Order – Ms. Janet P. Hines – Board Chair
Approval of August 2016 DSS Board Minutes – Approved as presented. Acknowledgement that the September meeting was cancelled due to Hurricane Hermine.
Public Comments – N/A

Medicaid Transportation Policy Revision -  Ms. Dunlow presented the current Medicaid Transportation policy with new language to include suspension of riders in the event of misconduct and/or belligerance that impedes the safety of the driver or others. This language is included as bullet #11 on the policy. This will be applied to all riders except those that have been identified as critical care beneficiaries (receiving Dialysis and Chemotherapy). Suggestion made by Dr. Kehayes to correct grammar on page #2, bullet #6 to omit the word “regular” and chage to “scheduled.” Mr. Craig Miller made a motion to accept the policy and Ms. Darnell White seconded the motion with a unanimous decision to adopt inclusons.

Board Training -  Ms. Cheri Blount presented information on Able Bodied Adults Without Dependants (ABAWDS). Ms. Blount informed the board that at this time the agency will continue to identify community stakeholders willing to allow volunteers to assist. Ms. Blount also added that in communication with Ms. Lalonde from COA, enrollment in the GED program has tripled since the implementation of ABAWD rules. 
Child Support Training/Update – Ms. Carla West from YoungWilliams presented information and statistics on Chowan County’s perfomrance as it relates to Child Support. Ms. West informed the board that collection numbers are at the lowest due to lack of repayment in the judicial system.
Director’s Report – Ms. Loadholt informed the board of the following: 

· Update on foster children in Chowan County now down to three. 
· Parental Safety Agreements – the State is in the process of trying to have some of the language changed to decrease the impact on local counties as it relates to assuming custody of children that may incur higher attorney fees and an increased number of children coming into care. 
· Employee Appreciation Committee (EAC) – the board was informed of the success of the newly formed committee; Dr. Kehayes was thanked for his attendance at the luncheon provided; the board was made aware of a silent auction held and the money raised that will go back to the employees.
· Community Outreach Events – an event was planned for October 11, 2016 to seek new volunteer sites however, participation was low but the agency will continue to incorporate ways to get new agencies on board. It is thought that Hurricane Matthew may have affected the outcome of the turn out. The agency partnered with Chowan County stakeholders to plan a Career Fair and also participated to provide infromation on services offered such as Work First, ABAWDS, Adoptions and Adult Medicaid. The event was successful.
· There is a new table, chair, and bookshelf for children in the waiting area in effort to help the literacy project. Items were purchased through a transformation grant received with CHOWAN CARES.
· Warwick Church (Donna Spivey) and the Women on Missions Group donated handmade sacks filled with personal items for children entering foster care. 
· A meeting was held with the County Manager and Emergency Management Director on ways to strategize in the event of a disaster. Three snakes were found in the building post Hurricane Matthew and a pest control service has come to assess the situation and has placed traps and other deterrant chemicals in areas of the building to rid the snakes. 
· Dr. Kehayes’ last meeting will be in November. His term as County Commissioner will end on December 5, 2016 and a new board member will be appointed in January 2017. 

· A Thanksgiving Day luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, November 8, 2016 within the agency. Everyone will bring a covered dish and board members are invited to fellowhip. Our agency’s year end celebration will be held on December 15, 2016. The board will assist with the purchase of meat. The board meeting will begin at 11:00 a.m. in order for the board to be present for the celebration. The board decided to invite Dr. Kehayes and former board chair, Jack Perry to the celebration. 
Adjourn – Dr. Alex Kehayes made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Craig Miller seconded the motion.  
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