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EDENTON-CHOWAN
INSPECTIONS AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 1030, Edenton, NC 27932

305 West Freemason Street, Edenton, NC 27932

PHONE 252-482-5618   FAX 252-482-5697
Chowan County Planning Board

February 19, 2015
Chowan County Public Safety Center

305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

(first portion of meeting summarized by Planner)

Planner Landin Holland called the roll; Jim Leggett, William Monds, Patti Kersey, Lou Sarratt, Bobby Winborne, and Jim Robison were present. 

Mr. Sarratt asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the January 27, 2015 meeting.

Mr. Legget  moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Ms. Kersey seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Sarratt requested that Mr. Holland review the outcome of a meeting held with County legal counsel regarding the proposed moratorium.

(tape turned on)

Mr. Sarratt stated that the moratorium had nothing to do with what he felt personally but that it had to do with what is the best policy to protect the citizens of the county.  Mr. Sarratt stated that it was a matter of looking at the adequacy or inadequacy of the Ordinance.  Mr. Sarratt stated that there had been a change in the recent past but that even with that change he still finds it woefully inadequate.  
Mr. Robison stated that he agreed that the Ordinance, and not just the Wind Ordinance, was inadequate.  Mr. Robison stated that at the Planning Board meeting on May 17, 2011 the old business was text amendments regarding Green Energy Facilities.  Mr. Robison stated that there were four items brought up and approved, among those being solar panels, solar farms, wind energy generators, and wind farms.  Mr. Robison stated that none of those Ordinances had been published.  Mr. Robison stated that on November 19, 2013 the subject of a text amendment to Ordinance 8.110 came up.  Mr. Robison stated that Ordinance 8.110 was not published and is not available to the public.  Mr. Robison stated that the Planning Board had not done due diligence in determining what the various aspects would be to benefit the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the county.  

Planner, Landin Holland, stated that the Ordinances are all available in the County building.  Mr. Holland stated that the online ordinance was out of date and that was being worked on.  Mr. Holland stated that County Clerk, Susanne Stallings, could provide copies of any of the Ordinances at any point in time.
Mr. Robison stated that, as a member of the Planning Board, he had asked Mr. Holland to provide copies of the Ordinances and that was not done.

Mr. Holland stated that copies of all the Ordinances were available in the County Office Building from 8am-5pm on Monday-Friday.

Mr. Sarratt stated that with any changes that are made to the Wind Ordinance, adequate protection to the county citizens should be taken into account.
Mr. Holland stated that Apex brought the amendments to the County and that was common practice for an applicant to ask for what they want and then the Planning Board to review it and make any changes they feel are necessary and then the Board of Commissioners make their decision on whether or not it should be adopted or not.  

Ms. Kersey stated that when the text amendment was made in 2013, she felt that going from 250 feet to 600 feet was not acceptable.  Ms. Kersey stated that in hindsight she felt that the appropriate thing would have been to do exactly what she is recommending that the Board do at this time.  Ms. Kersey stated that she felt like the Wind Ordinance needed to be looked at again for the sake of the citizens of the county.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he would like copies of the Wind Ordinances from other counties so that the Planning Board could look at them and get an idea of some of the things that the Board needed to consider in Chowan County’s Wind Ordinance.  Mr. Sarratt stated that were some things that the average, every day person would not even consider that needed to be taken into account in writing the Wind Ordinance.  Mr. Sarratt stated that the Board needed to be sure that they had set in place what was needed as a county to control the things that they wanted to control.  
Mr. Holland stated that he would make available to the Planning Board copies of the Wind Ordinances from other counties for the Planning Board to review.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he would like to open the floor to public comment at this time but that he would like to preface it with the fact that they were not dealing with a moratorium but that as far as public comment is concerned, he would like to hear from the public what they would like to see the Board do as far as review of the current Wind Ordinance.  Mr. Sarratt stated that as far as the Planning Board was concerned, the moratorium was off the table at this point.

William Mularie, 1723 McMullen Avenue, stated that he agreed with the direction the Planning Board was going as far as taking a closer look at the Wind Ordinance.  Mr. Mularie stated that he was a physicist with a Ph.D.  and that one of the last things he did was work as a visiting professor at the University of Minnesota.  He stated that the course he taught was Alternative Energy.  Mr. Mularie stated that the technology was not very complex.  Mr. Mularie stated that the bottom up approach would not work in writing a Wind Ordinance.  Mr. Mularie stated that you had to talk with the wind farm companies in determining what they wanted and modifying it in terms of their needs.  Mr. Mularie stated that he agreed with gathering information from other county’s Ordinances and determing what is right for Chowan County.  

Peter Lolkema, 1105 Soundshore Drive, stated that he was an environmental advocate and that he had extensive exposure to wind energy in Europe and that he could provide dozens of reasons why wind energy is not a good idea but that was not the reason he was here tonight.  Mr. Lolkema thanked the Planning Board for taking the initiative and setting up this important public hearing.  Mr. Lolkema stated that he came to express his support for the Wind Energy Moratorium.  Mr. Lolkema stated that the logical question was why was it necessary? Mr. Lolkema stated that wind energy was a highly technical matter and should be given objective thought to be sure the Wind Ordinance is proper for Chowan County.  Mr. Lolkema stated that the protection of the health and safety of the citizens of Chowan County should be the foremost concern.  
Ricky Jones, resident of New Bern, NC, represented Weyerhaeuser Company and stated that he was the NC Land Use Forrester for Weyerhaeuser Company.  Mr. Jones stated that he had lived in Eastern, NC his entire life and that he had worked for Weyerhaeuser for thirty six years.  Mr. Jones stated that part of his job was seeking new businesses that Weyerhaeuser can incorporate into their tree growing activities.  Mr. Jones stated that Weyerhaeuser had been operating in Eastern, NC since the 1950s and have responsibly managed their timberland throughout that time.  Mr. Jones stated that when wind energy corporations first approached Weyerhaeuser in 2008 the company (Weyerhaeuser) was not sure how wind development might impact the timber business so they did some homework.  Mr. Jones stated that Weyerhaeuser had looked intensely at the impact wind turbines had on the land, the safety of the facilities, impacts they might have on local wildlife, water, and ultimately Weyerhaeuser’s ability to grow and manage timber.  Mr. Jones stated that the risk of forest fires was always a concern and that they had determined that each turbine had a fire suppression system that mitigates that risk.  Mr. Jones stated that a lot of time and effort was put forth to study the compatibility of wind turbines with timberland.  Mr. Jones stated that Weyerhaeuser realized that there was a negative push against wind development but that the company and many experts had determined that wind energy was a safe, compatible, sustainable activity for their timberlands and the environment.  
Mr. Sarratt stated that the Planning Board was not looking for specific pros or cons at this time.  Mr. Sarratt stated that the Planning Board was looking for input from the public on where they wanted the Board to go as far as the Ordinance is concerned.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he appreciated Weyerhaeuser being one of the residents of Chowan County and that all the Board was seeking to do in looking at the Ordinance is make sure that Weyerhaeuser as a citizen was as protected as any other citizen of the county.

Tom Credle, resident on Osprey Drive, stated that the Board needed to be looking at the macro aspects of the issue.  Mr. Credle stated that meant dealing with visibility, physical, economic, social as well as environmental issues.  Mr. Credle urged the Board to do their due diligence with respect to the issue of wind energy because the recommendation that they make, if it is accepted, will affect the citizens of the county for the next 20-25 years. 

Jen Banks, resident of Raleigh, NC, stated that she was the Director of Operations for Southeastern Wind Coalition, a non-profit based in Raleigh.  Ms. Banks stated that in 2014 her organization was selected by the Department of Energy to lead a Wind Energy Resource Center for 11 of the southeastern states.  Ms. Banks stated that as a part of the Resource Center they had a number of partners including North Carolina State University.  Ms. Banks stated that the Department of Energy created the Resource Center to provide accurate, impartial information about challenges facing wind development and work with decision makers to make sure they have the tools to make informed decisions about wind energy projects and related policies in their jurisdictions.  Ms. Banks stated she thought it would be helpful to compare Chowan County’s existing Ordinance with some neighboring ones.  Ms. Banks stated that she compared Chowan County’s existing Ordinance to the one in Perquimans County and to the model ordinances in North Carolina, Virginia, and Georgia.  Ms. Banks stated that they did not compare it to the South Carolina model ordinance because they do not have one.  Ms. Banks stated that she had a copy of the analysis that she could provide to the Board members but that she wanted to provide a brief summary.  Ms. Banks stated that the current Chowan County Ordinance is one consistent with the Perquimans County Ordinance, consistent with the North Carolina model ordinance and in almost every category it is either consistent with or stricter than the Virginia and Georgia model ordinances.  Ms. Banks stated that the Chowan County Ordinance is thorough, well written, and has adequate protections.  Ms. Banks stated that the benefits and cost competiveness of wind energy are key reasons why several states already have over 10% of their electricity from wind energy and few with over 20%.  Ms. Banks stated that ordinances that were overly restrictive created an effective ban on wind development.  Ms. Banks stated that to people who were ideologically opposed to wind energy convincing leaders to impose an effective ban may be the desired outcome.  Ms. Banks stated that whether or not Chowan County wanted to allow wind development was not up to the people outside of the county to decide.  Ms. Banks stated that if the goal was to promote aggressive and rapid wind energy development in Chowan County the current Ordinance is too strict.  Ms. Banks stated that if the goal was to effectively ban wind energy development the current Ordinance is not strict enough.  Ms. Banks stated that however if the goal was to have a balanced approach that allows wind energy development in appropriate locations while protecting homeowners, land owners, businesses, and county residents then the current Ordinance is appropriate and a moratorium is not necessary at this time.
Mr. Sarratt stated again that he was not for or against wind energy but that he was concerned about the protection of the citizens and the county itself.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he appreciated the comments of those who are speaking and are from outside of the county but that he was more concerned about hearing from the residents of Chowan County and where their mind is as far as what they are thinking as far as the Ordinance is concerned.
Kevin Mullin, resident of Mulberry Hill Lane, stated that there was very little in the paper or available to the public as far as what the proposal is.

Mr. Holland stated that there was no project proposal at this time.

Mr. Mullin stated that nobody knew what the proposal was.  Mr. Mullin stated that they were talking about wind turbines that would be 600 feet high.  Mr. Mullin stated that was the same size as the arch in St. Louis and asked if anyone would like to have 150 of those in their backyard.  
Mr. Sarratt stated that they were not looking at any specific project at this point in time but that the Board was just looking for input to use when a project is proposed.  Mr. Sarratt stated that the Board would like to look at the Ordinance and have several more public forums to discuss the making up of the Ordinance and what people would like to see in the Ordinance.  Mr. Sarratt stated that if he walked in off the street and looked at the Ordinance for the first time he would think that it looked pretty good.  Mr. Sarratt stated that after being exposed to the information that he has been exposed to over the last few months he has come to a realization of the complexity of any project that is done on a scale that this possibly could be done on.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he wanted to be sure that Chowan County had an Ordinance that would protect the citizens and will set parameters to which the project would have to be constructed.  

Mr. Mullin stated that he had not seen any Wind Ordinance.

Mr. Holland stated that the original Wind Ordinance was drafted in 2011 and it was amended in 2013.  Mr. Holland stated that the Board could potentially revisit that language that was amended in 2013 and that was the issue at this time.

Mr. Mullin stated he had concerns about property values among other things, but that he felt that the height was ridiculous.  

Ms. Kersey thanked Mr. Mullin and stated that it was important for the public to know where they can go to read the Ordinances that are currently in place.  Ms. Kersey asked for the 2011 and the 2013 amended Wind Ordinances to be posted on the website so that the public could read them and make comparisons between the two Ordinances.
Mr. Holland stated that he would ask Susanne Stallings to post them on the County Website.

Harriet Dehart, 112 Horniblow Point Road, stated that she was concerned that the County would be left holding the bag if the wind energy project did not work out.  Ms. Dehart asked if something could be put in the Ordinance such as savings account or escrow account in case something went wrong.
Mr. Sarratt stated that was one of the considerations that would be taken into account in looking at the Ordinance, protecting not only citizens but the County itself financially in the construction and operation and after the life expectancy is gone and the turbines need to be dismantled.  Mr. Sarratt stated that the Ordinance would set in place everything that could be foreseen to be necessary to protect the health, welfare, safety and not to put the County in a financial situation or burden when the turbines need to be taken down.

Ms. Dehart stated that she would also like to see a height restriction.  Ms. Dehart stated that in other states the turbines are not that high.  Ms. Dehart stated that she visited Illinois quite often and has been overseas a little bit.  Ms. Dehart stated that whatever height was allowed, emergency services had to be considered in case there was an accident at that height.  Ms. Dehart stated that there needed to be a training for emergency services for that type of situation and suggested that maybe the developer could contribute towards that training.  

Mr. Holland stated that the emergency service issue would be part of the Conditional Use Permitting process.  Mr. Holland stated that those people would be at the table and those discussions would take place.  

Mr. Holland stated that there was decommissioning language in the existing Wind Ordinance.
Mr. Sarratt stated that was the kind of input that the Board was looking for.  Mr. Sarratt stated that the Board needed to be careful and look at every aspect that they possibly could.  Mr. Sarratt stated that his concern was making sure that the Board did everything they possibly could to protect the citizens of Chowan County.  

Mr. Leggett stated that he agreed that the Wind Ordinance needed to be put online and he was glad that it had been brought up.

Tyson Utt with Apex Clean Energy introduced himself to the Board and the public.

Mr. Robison stated that he did not think it was appropriate to have Mr. Utt speak.  Mr. Robison stated that the public hearing was for citizens of Chowan County and that he was not even happy about having the people from Weyerhaeuser or from Raleigh speak.  

Mr. Leggett asked what the problem was with having the representative from Weyerhaeuser speak since they own land in the county.
Mr. Robison stated that Mr. Jones was not a citizen.

Mr. Winborne stated that he disagreed.  Mr. Winborne stated that it was a public forum and that it was open to all people.  Mr. Winborne stated that if it was going to be restricted to Chowan citizens then that needed to be announced before anybody spoke and that you could not change the rules in the middle of the game.
Mr. Sarratt stated that he felt that Mr. Utt had the right to speak but that he would like to remind Mr. Utt that what the Board was looking for was input as to the direction and the condition of the existing Ordinance and what should take place.  
Mr. Utt stated that he was present to express his concerns over the consideration of a proposed moratorium and revisiting the Ordinance.  Mr. Utt stated that Chowan County’s Ordinance was fair and consistent with other ordinances and that a vigorous permitting process for wind projects already exists at the local, state, and federal levels.  Mr. Utt encouraged the Board to consider how a moratorium sends a negative message to prospective businesses and discourages potential future investments in Chowan County.  Mr. Utt stated that Apex had invested several hundred thousand dollars studying a potential wind project here in Chowan County.  

Mr. Sarratt stated that the moratorium was off the table and asked Mr. Utt to refrain from comments that speak directly to the moratorium because as far as the Planning Board is concerned that is not an option at this point.

Mr. Utt stated that Chowan County’s Wind Ordinance was updated just over one year ago with input from the Planning Board, from Apex, and a number of other state boards.  Mr. Utt stated that the process included county meetings where the public was invited to speak for and against the Ordinance at that time.  Mr. Utt stated that after that process was complete, the Ordinance was approved by the majority of the Planning Board and unanimously approved by the County Commissioners.  Mr. Utt stated that any proposed wind project would not only need to comply with the Chowan County Ordinance and engineer stamped building plans but would also need to secure approval from multiple state and federal regulatory agencies such as the NC Utility Commission which has the expertise to regulate the project’s financial liability, NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources which regulates North Carolina’s wildlife, historic resources, as well as cultural resources and also takes into consideration military interests, US Fish and Wildlife which manages and regulates wildlife populations, the Army Corp of Engineers, CAMA which regulates wetlands and waterways as well as the FFA and the Department of Defense which regulates commercial and military airspace.  Mr. Utt stated that with all these expert agencies involved in permitting as well as possibly as many as seven local public hearings after the applications have been filed the County can be confident that concerns will be heard and addressed before any wind project is built.  Mr. Utt stated that he understood that wind energy was new to Northeast North Carolina but that there are nearly 50,000 wind turbines operating at over 1,000 utility scale wind facilities across 39 states in the United States producing enough clean energy for more than 16 million homes.  Mr. Utt stated that was possible because wind energy is safe, effective, and very accommodating to agricultural lands.  
(tape ended, had to flip over)

Mr. Utt urged the Board to let the permit process that is in place to serve its role at the local, state, and federal levels.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he felt that Mr. Utt’s comments would be appropriate down the road at the time when a permit was applied for.  Mr. Sarratt stated that what the Planning Board was seeking to do (and the function of the Planning Board is to make a recommendation to the Board of Commissioners) was to look at the existing Ordinance and with the information and knowledge that the Board could gain improve that Ordinance and make it as effective as possible to protect the citizens of Chowan County.  
Gene Jordan, 414 Sign Pine Road, stated that he was a long time resident of Chowan County.  Mr. Jordan stated that he was an eighth generation farmer and that he thought that he could speak for agriculture.  Mr. Jordan stated that he owned property in the area in question for the wind energy project.  Mr. Jordan stated that when he was approached with a proposal he knew that he had some homework to do.  Mr. Jordan stated that he hoped that his experience would help the Board as it struggled with these decisions.  Mr. Jordan stated that his family owned property as a family so that there were a lot of family members with different views and different questions.  Mr. Jordan stated that after all the questions were asked and the time came for a decision it was not a hard decision.  Mr. Jordan stated that the wind energy project was very much in their interest as farmers and that wind energy was a natural fit with agriculture.  Mr. Jordan stated that as a member of the local Board of Education he encouraged the Board to act in way that is helpful towards this project because Chowan County is in desperate need of economic development.  Mr. Jordan stated that the school population is declining very slowly and that the county needed economic development.  

Dossey Pruden, resident of Soundside Road, stated that the Planning Board had a tough job.  Mr. Pruden stated that he would like to see the Planning Board do their best as far as controlling wind energy in Chowan County.  Mr. Pruden encouraged the Board to be restrictive and in control of the situation.  Mr. Pruden asked Mr. Holland if a variance could be granted on a conditional use permit.

Mr. Holland stated a variance could be applied for and that would be heard by the Board of Adjustment.

Mr. Pruden stated that he felt that the stronger the Ordinance the better off everyone would be.  

Kathy Willsey, resident of West Soundshore Drive stated that she would like to offer some advice to the Board.  Ms. Willsey stated that if the Board hadn’t seen the presentation by John Droz Jr. who was a physicist and environmental advocate she suggested that the Board get him to come and give his presentation and that a good website to go to was www.wiseenergy.org.  

Michael Colton, 1111 West Soundshore Drive, stated that the Board may be interested in what a line of windmills may look like.  Mr. Colton suggested that the Board members go down to the Country Club and look out at the power lines that go out across the Sound.  Mr. Colton stated that each of them was approximately 100 feet tall.  Mr. Colton stated that you could visualize another 500 feet on top of those power lines with huge blades rotating.  Mr. Colton stated that they must give off major shadows and block your vision.  Mr. Colton stated that no one had mentioned the effect on birds and wildlife but that windmills do strike birds and wondered if the migratory bird’s flight path would be affected by the turbines.  Mr. Colton stated that he felt that should be a consideration but that his main concern was the 600 foot height.  Mr. Colton stated that a cell tower which is approximately 200 feet could be distinctly seen across the Sound and that you would have to add another 400 feet to the top of the tower with blades to get some idea of why the windmills used to have a height limit of 250 to 300 feet was because they cast a huge shadow.  Mr. Colton expressed concerns over the visibility of the windmills.

Brenda Peterson, 116 Horniblow Point Road, stated that she worked with the Albemarle Resource Conservation and Development Council which is based in Edenton but represents 10 counties in northeast North Carolina.  Ms. Peterson stated that in 2011 the Council received a grant from the North Carolina Rural Center to look at sustainable energy through various components and one of the activities of the grant was the creation of a website to present current information that reflected the changes in the industry.  Ms. Peterson stated that it was very hard to keep up with the changes in the wind industry as far as impact on health, the environment, and the community’s visual perception.  Ms. Peterson urged the Board to check www.sustainableenergysolutionsnc.org which is a resource for everyone to educate themselves on the issue of wind energy as well as solar energy.  Ms. Peterson stated that there was a lot of old information and a lot of misinformation and she encouraged the Board to check that website when reviewing the Ordinance.  
There being no further public comment, the public comment portion of the meeting was closed.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he appreciated everyone being present at the meeting and that he appreciated the comments.  Mr. Sarratt stated that some letters had been submitted to the Board that the writer’s wanted read publicly and into the record.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he was not going to read them because they did not speak directly to what the public comment portion was open to.  (the letters are attached)

Mr. Sarratt asked the Board if they had any recommendations or suggestions in light of the information presented at the meeting.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he felt like he needed to compose a letter to the Board of Commissioners detailing the process that the Planning Board has gone through up to this point and sharing with them that the Board’s intent at this time is to do due diligence and if they feel that it is necessary to make changes then they will do that.  
Mr. Leggett stated that he agreed that the Ordinance could be strengthened with more restrictions in certain areas.  Mr. Leggett stated that they should more closely at the setbacks, the sound effects, the flicker effect, and the financial aspects.

Mr. Sarratt asked if Mr. Leggett was making a motion.

Mr. Leggett stated that at this point he was just making a general statement that perhaps the Board should do that.

Ms. Kersey asked Mr. Leggett if he was suggesting the Board prepare a letter to the Board of Commissioners and include those concerns that he stated.  Ms. Kersey stated that the Board would be letting the Commissioners know that they would commence the reviewing of the Ordinance immediately and that the Board would be looking for the Commissioner’s comeback to the Planning Board that the review of the Ordinance would be appropriate but that in the meantime the Planning Board would do due diligence.

Mr. Sarratt stated that in regard to the moratorium issue he felt like he should go before the Board of Commissioners and present the letter the with process that the Planning Board has gone through to get to the point where they are and to avail himself to the Commissioners for any questions that they may have.
Mr. Winborne asked if all the Planning Board members would see the letter before it goes to the Commissioners.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he would compose the letter and get the County Planner and staff to get the letter out to all the Planning Board members.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he would be open to any suggestions or changes that anyone may have before it is presented to the Board of Commissioners.  

Mr. Holland clarified that the Planning Board takes direction from the Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Holland stated that Mr. Sarratt was asking for a vote from the Planning Board as to whether the Planning Board as a body affirmatively recommends that the Board request that the Commissioners direct them to review and consider changes to the Wind Energy Ordinance.  

Ms. Kersey stated that the process was for the Planning Board to go to the Commissioners not to wait for the Commissioners to come and tell the Planning Board about reviewing the Wind Ordinance.  Ms. Kersey stated that she did not think it was appropriate to wait to begin review of the Wind Ordinance.

Mr. Holland stated that he was under the impression that the Planning Board was seeking direction from the Board of Commissioners on that issue.  Mr. Holland stated that he was not saying that the Board had to wait to start researching other ordinances and looking at the issue.

Ms. Kersey stated that she felt that the Board needed to get started on the review process.

Mr. Sarratt stated that his intent was to give the Board of Commissioners the information to explain how the Planning Board got to this point.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he wanted to be sure that the Commissioners were fully aware as to where the Planning Board stands and what the Planning Board was seeking to do in light of the County Zoning Ordinance and let them know that it is the Planning Board’s intent to present to them a recommendation for changes to the Wind Ordinance at some point in time.  Mr. Sarratt stated that the Board members may have their own opinions on things but that he felt that the Board member’s concern was for the citizens of Chowan County.

Mr. Robison moved that Mr. Sarratt notify the County Commissioners that the Planning Board will be reviewing the Wind Ordinance in order to ensure the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Chowan County.  
Mr. Leggett asked why it was necessary to review the Ordinance when it was just established.  Mr. Leggett asked why the Planning Board was now questioning the validity of that Ordinance.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he was not questioning the validity but that he was looking to see what the desire of the Board is.  Mr. Sarratt stated that with the knowledge that he has gained over the last year he felt that the issue was highly technical and that every question that he asked would raise two more questions and that it was a topic that he felt strongly about that the present Ordinance was not adequate.  

Mr. Sarratt asked for a second on Mr. Robison’s motion.  Ms. Kersey seconded the motion.  

Mr. Winborne stated that his problem was that it seemed to him that information did not flow freely back and forth.  Mr. Winborne stated that he asked Mr. Sarratt if the Planning Board would be able to review the letter before it was sent to the Commissioners.  Mr. Winborne stated that it seemed that the proper protocol would be for Mr. Sarratt to draft the letter and bring it to the Planning Board for the Planning Board to approve or disapprove of the letter.  He expressed concerns over voting for Mr. Sarratt to compose the letter and then not being able to withdraw his vote if he did not agree with the composition of the letter.  Mr. Winborne stated that would be putting the cart before the horse.  
Mr. Sarratt stated that he was not going to draft the letter unless that was the desire of the Planning Board.

Mr. Winborne asked Mr. Sarratt if the motion carried if he would draft a letter.

Mr. Sarratt stated that was correct.

Mr. Winborne asked that once the motion is approved, what say so does the Planning Board have as far as what is in the letter.  

Mr. Robison stated that the motion that he made was that the Chairman be authorized to notify the Board of Commissioners that the Planning Board is reviewing the Wind Ordinance.  

Mr. Sarratt stated that Mr. Winborne’s point was duly noted.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he would draft a letter and bring it back to the Planning Board for review and recommendation.

Mr. Winborne stated he thought that it would be a good idea to get the entire Planning Board involved in the drafting of the letter.

Ms. Kersey stated that she thought that the words that Mr. Robison used in the motion would be included in the letter.  Ms. Kersey stated that she did not feel it was necessary for the Planning Board to get together again to make any changes or revisions to the letter but that it could be done by e-mail.  
Mr. Sarratt stated that perhaps the Planning Board should reconsider making it an action of the Planning Board as far as voting on the drafting of the letter.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he would compose the letter and that the County Planner and staff would forward the letter to the Board members for any changes or additions that any members would like to see made to the letter.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he wanted to be sure the Commissioners understood what the Planning Board’s intent was.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he would like to see an indication from the Board that they were in favor of him composing a letter to be reviewed by the Board.

Mr. Winborne asked if all Planning Board members would be copied on the e-mails in regards to the letter.

Mr. Sarratt stated that was correct.

Mr. Winborne stated that any change that was made to the letter should be forwarded to all Board members.

Mr. Sarratt stated that all Planning Board members would be made aware of any changes to the letter.

Mr. Leggett stated that he felt like e-mail was a good tool but that the Board members needed to be sure to copy all the Board members on their replies.  

Mr. Sarratt called for a vote on the motion with the addition that all changes to the letter go through staff and are copied to all of the Board members.

Mr. Winborne asked Mr. Sarratt how he would handle a Board member that had a concern that he could not address.
Mr. Sarratt stated that was a bridge that would have to be crossed when he got to it.  

Mr. Winborne stated that if the motion carried then Mr. Sarratt would have the authority to write a letter send it to every Board member and if they have questions or concerns then they can e-mail them back to Mr. Sarratt.  Mr. Winborne expressed concern over the possibility that some concerns could be cast aside in the writing of the letter.

Mr. Sarratt stated that the whole purpose of going through that process was to be sure that the letter that would go the Commissioners was the consensus of the Planning Board.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he would be trying to capture what all Board members wanted and would be looking for input to make any changes that would need to be made.  Mr. Sarratt stated that he was not opposed to making changes to the letter and that he wanted to be sure that the letter was written as a Board and not something he was doing on his own.
Mr. Winborne stated that he still did not agree and that he felt that the letter should be presented for the Planning Board to review.

Mr. Robison stated that he would like to withdraw his motion and change it.

Mr. Robison stated that he would like to change his motion to state that the Planning Board agrees that the Wind Ordinance should be reviewed.

Mr. Holland stated that if the Board votes to review the Wind Ordinance then all the Planning Board was doing was letting the Commissioners know that is the desire of the Planning Board.  Mr. Holland stated that the heart of the issue is if the Planning Board supports a review of the existing Wind Energy Facilities Ordinance.  
Ms. Kersey seconded Mr. Robison’s motion.  The motion carried 4-2 with Mr. Winborne and Mr. Monds voting against the motion.
Mr. Holland stated that in light of the vote he did not think a letter needed to be written and that a verbal report could be given to the Board of Commissioners.

Ms. Kersey asked that the County Attorney be consulted on the need for a letter.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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