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CHOWAN COUNTY 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
100 WEST FREEMASON CIRCLE

EDENTON, NORTH CAROLINA 27932

(252) 482-7441: PHONE              (252) 482-7041: FAX

DSS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

May 19, 2016
Attendees were: Mr. Jack Perry (DSS Board Chair); Ms. Janet Hines (Vice-Chair); Mr. Craig Miller; Dr. Alex Kehayes and Letecia Loadholt (DSS Director). Special Guest: Sandra Partin, NC Social Services Commission.
Call to Order - Mr. Jack Perry – Board Chair
Approval of March 2016 DSS Board Minutes – Approved with corrections.
Public Comments – N/A
Introduction of New Hires – Ms. Cheri Blount introduced Ms. Kimberly Sturgill as the newest Income Maintenance Caseworker in the Food and Nutrition Unit and Ms. Ashley Brothers as the Human Resource Placement Specialist for the Work First unit. 
Board Training – Ms. Cheri Blount provided training on the Work First program and its requirements. 
Director’s Report – Information was provided to follow up on discussion from the April meeting to include clarification around monthly Medicaid recertification (annual reviews) and the upcoming changes in Medicaid transportation as it relates to billing through the NC Tracks system. 
Dr. Kehayes inquired about cash recoupment from a Medicaid claim. 

The Director provided information about the child care subsidy unit. There are currently twenty people on the waiting list and currently our agency is spending at 101% and have requested an additional allocation from the state to sustain the program through the end of the fiscal year and to prevent the disruption of services to clients. Information provided regarding the USDA conference, copies provided of the Chowan County action plan to ensure timeliness with FNS processing along with a public notice. It was suggested to post the public notice of the attendance; the Board was informed of an upcoming Work First Summit that will be held in Greensboro, NC on June 13-15, 2016 and the State will cover the expense of lodging and meals and we have two employees registered to attend; efforts were shared to increase employee morale by having “Flip-Flop” Friday. Employees were able to wear flip flops and t shirts and was provided lunch by the Director to show employee appreciation; the board was made aware of the increase in the proposed budget and explanation. The Director made the board aware that at this time, our agency does not have anyone certified to qualify applications in HR. Contact has been made with the Office of State Personnel and there will be a training provided in August and at that time, the Director and Admin Officer will attend. A suggestion was made to inquire if County HR staff is certified and if not, possibly include in the training; the Board was informed that an agency policy will be implemented to handle irate clients in the agency. 
Documentation provided to the Board around the U.S. Department of Labor realsing a final ruling on the Fair Labor Standard Act (FLSA). The rule speaks to the salary level needed for employees to be exempt from overtime is $47, 476 and will take effect on December 1, 2016. Detailed guidance will be provided through a webinar on June 6th.  

The Board will elect a new chairperson at the June 16, 2016 meeting. 
Ms. Sandra Partin, Representative for the NC Social Services Commission (SSC) with the 1st Congressional District. Ms. Partin explained her role as it relates to the SSC. Ms. Partin informed the Board that Commission is made of thirteen members appointed by the Governor, one from each congressional district that serve for four years. Ms. Partin stated that Chowan County is a split district between #1 and #3 however Chowan will become listed as District #3. Ms. Partin stated that members are responsible for some functions in the Department of Social Services (DSS) particularly when a law is passed the members work together on rules and policy to support the enacted law. Ms. Partin spoke about the review of applications and appointment of prospective nominees when SSC seats are vacant on the Social Services Board. Ms. Partin spoke on the importance of having a better sampling of applications for the board from citizens in the community and the importance of advertising and to expand the pool of applicants. 
EXECUTIVE / CLOSED SESSION (PERSONNNEL) – Mr. Craig Miller made a motion to enter closed session and Ms. Janet Hines seconded the motion. 
Dr. Kehayes made a motion to end closed session and Mr. Craig Miller seconded the motion.

Adjourn – Ms. Janet Hines made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Jack Perry seconded the motion.  
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