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Chowan County Planning Board

November 16, 2011
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Patti Kersey, Allen Nixon, Mary-Margaret McKinney, and Mike Williams were present.  Joe Ward was absent.   
Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the meeting minutes of October 18, 2011.

Ms. McKinney moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Ms. Kersey seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (5-0)

Mr. Leggett introduced the first item on the agenda, An application from Chowan County amending the text of the Chowan County Zoning Ordinance Article 12, Section 12.03. 
Mr. Holland stated that this application was a continuation of the same application from the previous Planning Board meeting.  He stated that he had gone back and reviewed the proposed wording and spoken with County staff as well as staff at his office in Wilmington.  He stated that he felt that they needed to get back to the basics of why they were discussing this issue in the first place.  He presented the new language for the text amendment for the Planning Board’s review.  (attached in the Staff Report) He stated that they were trying to establish when the clock started ticking on the 180 days in regards to a nonconforming use of land.  He stated that if a mobile home sits vacant for 180 days and then the owner wants to switch it out for a new mobile home and mobile homes are not allowed in that zoning district then they would not be allowed to do that because the use had ceased for 180 days.  He stated that all the Planning Board needed to determine was when the 180 days would officially start which would be when the mobile home was removed from the property or was substantially damaged (60% or greater of the fair market value) and that it had to be an occupied manufactured home.  Occupied meaning used for vacation purposes, a rental property, or as a primary residence.  He stated that the only time the 60% would come in was if it had been longer than 180 days since the storm, fire, or other disaster that caused the damage.  
Ms. Kersey stated that in reviewing the Board of Adjustment minutes, it appeared to her that the Cape Colony Homeowner’s Association was just looking for clarification on when the 180 days began and that she felt that the new language addressed that.

Mr. Nixon moved to recommend approval of the text amendment as presented.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (5-0)

Mr. Leggett noted the next item on the agenda, Chowan County Road Naming Policy.  He noted the regulations for naming/renaming a road as listed on the petition included in the board member packets.  (attached)

Mr. Holland stated that a couple of months ago a gentleman came into the office and requested to name a road.  Mr. Holland stated that he checked with the Land Records Office to see what Chowan County’s policy was for naming/renaming roads and was informed that there was no policy.  He stated that the County proceeded to run an ad in the paper advertising it as an item for discussion on the Board of Commissioners meeting agenda.  The road naming was approved and recorded at the Courthouse before the other property owners were aware of the request to name the road and were upset that they weren’t notified of the request.  He stated that at that point it was decided that there needed to be a policy put in place for the naming/renaming of roads within Chowan County.  He stated that in addition to the four items listed on the petition Julie Sharpe with the Land Records Office had asked that the requirement be added that the road must serve three or more units in order to be named.
Several board members questioned the three units or more requirement.

Mr. Holland stated that was a request made by Land Records and that the board was free to give any input or opinions that they had regarding any of the suggested requirements.

Ms. Kersey stated that she could see why Land Records would make that request and that there was some administrative work involved in the process.

Mr. Williams asked if this form would be used for any road whether it is public or private.

Mr. Holland stated that was correct.

Ms. McKinney stated that she felt like all the property owners on the road in question should be notified that a petition has been filed to change or name the road where they own property.
Mr. Holland stated that a line could be added saying that all property owners on that road had to be notified by direct mail that a petition had been filed to change or name the road and that the petition had to be signed by 2/3 or 67% of the property owners on that road.

There was some discussion on the maintenance of signs in the County.
Ms. McKinney moved to recommend approval of the road naming policy with the addition of the requirement that all property owners on the road to be named/renamed by notified by direct mail of the filed petition and with the request by Land Records that three or more units must be on the road to be named/renamed.  Ms. Kersey seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (5-0)

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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