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EDENTON-CHOWAN
INSPECTIONS AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 1030, Edenton, NC 27932

305 West Freemason Street, Edenton, NC 27932

PHONE 252-482-5618   FAX 252-482-5697
Chowan County Planning Board

October 13, 2014
Chowan County Public Safety Center

305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm
Planner Landin Holland called the roll; Jim Leggett, William Monds, Patti Kersey, Lou Sarratt, Bobby Winborne, and Jim Robison were present.  
Mr. Sarratt asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the September 16, 2014 meeting.  
Mr. Leggett moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Mr. Winborne seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Robison questioned why the subject of the County Noise Ordinance was not included on the agenda.

Mr. Holland stated that this was a special called meeting to address the two Special Use Permit Applications but that the Noise Ordinance could be addressed at the regular monthly meeting if the Board so desired.

Mr. Sarratt asked if there was any public comment. (there was none)
Mr. Sarratt noted the two applications on the agenda, Case No. SUP 14-02: A special use permit application to operate a Family Dollar store on property located at 1817 Virginia Road. (PIN 6898-00-15-5178) & Case No. SUP 14-03:  A special use permit application to operate a Dollar General store on property located at 1501 Virginia Road. (PIN 6897-00-17-0718)

Mr. Sarratt issued the oath to all who wished to speak on behalf of the applications.

Mr. Holland stated that he would first be addressing the Family Dollar project which is to be located at 1817 Virginia Road.  Mr. Holland stated that when he was first approached about the two projects the Zoning Ordinance did not allow businesses of that type in the A-1 district.  Mr. Holland stated that the Board of Commissioners approved a text amendment to allow General Merchandise or Variety Stores under 10,000 square feet to be approved by the Planning Board and that any stores over 10,000 square feet would require final approval from the Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Holland stated that neither applicant (Family Dollar or Dollar General) was present at the meeting but that the Board would proceed unless a potential roadblock came up that needed to be addressed.  Mr. Holland stated that it had been brought to his attention that on both Staff Reports under Analysis there is a reference to Article VII, Section 7.5 that should be Article III, Section 3.05.  Mr. Holland stated that both of the projects will require minor subdivisions that can be approved at Staff level.  

Mr. Holland read the staff report into the record.  (attached)   
Mr. Holland stated that he had not yet received a landscaping plan or a signage plan.  Mr. Holland stated that the Special Use Permit (if approved) would be invalid if the landscaping and signage was not in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance.  Mr. Holland stated that the driveway permit from the Department of Transportation was now in place and that it included the addition of a turn lane which should alleviate any concerns about traffic.  Mr. Holland stated that the School Board Members had been notified as well as all adjoining property owners that an application for a Special Use Permit had been received and that he had heard no concerns. 
Ms. Kersey asked if a permit to sell alcohol would go through the Planning Office.

Mr. Holland stated that the Zoning Administrator (himself) would have to sign the ABC permit.  Mr. Holland stated that it would not be an issue because it would just be retail sales and no drinking would be taking place at the facility.  
Mr. Leggett stated that he had been concerned about safety with the increase in traffic but that if DOT had signed off on it then he felt comfortable with it.  Mr. Leggett stated that he was glad to hear that a turn lane would be installed.

Mr. Sarratt asked the Board members if they had any questions that they would like answered from the applicant that would sway their vote either way.

The Board members had no objection as long as the applicant met all the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance including landscaping and signage.

Mr. Robison moved that the Special Use Permit be approved conditioned upon submittal and approval of a landscaping plan, signage plan, and an approved NCDENR Stormwater Permit.  Mr. Winborne seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  
Mr. Holland stated that he would now be addressing the Dollar General project which is to be located at 1501 Virginia Road.  Mr. Holland stated that the project was very similar in size and scope to the Family Dollar project.  
Mr. Holland read the staff report into the record. (attached)

Mr. Holland stated that he had not received a signage plan or driveway permit from the Department of Transportation yet but that the landscaping had been approved.  Mr. Holland stated that adjoining property owners had been contacted and that he has heard no concerns on the project.  

Mr. Robison asked Mr. Holland if he had heard any concerns from the homeowners that were close to the property.

Mr. Holland stated that he had not heard any concerns.

Mr. Winborne asked about the stormwater pond shown on the site plan.

Mr. Holland stated that the site plan was correct and that NCDENR was reviewing the site plan at this time.  Mr. Holland stated that the site would look like the site plan submitted with the application.   

Mr. Leggett asked Mr. Holland if he would be reviewing the signage for this project as well.

Mr. Holland stated that he would be reviewing the signage and making sure it met the requirements of the Ordinance.

Mr. Robison moved that the Special Use Permit be approved conditioned upon approval of a sign permit as well as approval of NCDOT and NCDENR permits.  Mr. Leggett seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

Mr. Holland gave an update of the status of Riversound Phase II.  Mr. Holland stated that the rezoning petition was still pending.  Mr. Holland stated that the Development Agreement was on the Board of Commissioners agenda for October 20th. 

Ms. Kersey asked Mr. Holland if he had any more information regarding the covenants.

Mr. Holland stated that the last thing that he was asked to do was to read and comment on the latest draft Development Agreement and that he has not spoken to the County Manager since that time which was last week.  Mr. Holland stated that the County was continuing to work with Mr. Franklin on the wording of the Agreement.  

Ms. Kersey stated that she felt that there could be potential problems with the marina if there is nothing hard and fast as far as the marina.  Ms. Kersey stated that typically there are covenants for a marina.  

Mr. Holland stated that there would be a separate marina Property Owners Association so that if you own a boat slip you would be paying dues into a POA that only maintains and manages the marina site.  Mr. Holland stated that the Agreement would speak to the number of lots as well as the 10 acre lots.  Mr. Holland stated that they would not be able to increase the number of lots or deviate from the 10 acre lots.

Mr. Holland asked the Board if they were interested in meeting next Tuesday on their regular meeting date to discuss the Noise Ordinance and any other issues.

The Board agreed to meet on October 21st at 7pm at their regular meeting.

Mr. Leggett asked if any applications had been received for the Board vacancy.

Mr. Holland stated that he thought that there had been two applications received but that he would check on that.

Mr. Leggett stated that he had heard concerns over the lack of black members on the Boards.

Mr. Holland stated that all Board vacancies were advertised on the County website as well as in the newspaper.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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