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EDENTON-CHOWAN
INSPECTIONS AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 1030, Edenton, NC 27932

305 West Freemason Street, Edenton, NC 27932

PHONE 252-482-5618   FAX 252-482-5697
Chowan County Planning Board

January 27, 2015
Chowan County Public Safety Center

305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Planner Landin Holland called the roll; Jim Leggett, William Monds, Patti Kersey, Lou Sarratt, Bobby Winborne, and Jim Robison were present.  
Mr. Sarratt asked for a motion to revise the agenda removing items 6 and 8.

Mr. Holland stated that the two items to be removed would be discussed at a later meeting.

Mr. Leggett moved that the revised agenda be approved.  Mr. Robison seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Sarratt asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes of the October 13, 2014 meeting.  
Mr. Monds moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Mr. Leggett seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Sarratt noted the first item of business on the agenda, a request from Tom Credle to revoke the petition to rezone Riversound Phase II.

Mr. Credle submitted a memorandum of record withdrawing the petition to rezone Riversound Phase II. Mr. Credle read the memorandum into the record (attached) and thanked the Board for listening to the petition and keeping the petition in the review process.  
Mr. Sarratt asked if the Planning Board needed to take any further action as far as the rezoning petition.

Mr. Holland stated that the letter, which would be on file, in conjunction with the minutes stating that the petition has been withdrawn would be sufficient.  

Mr. Sarratt presented the next item of business which was an overview of Planning Board priorities.  

Mr. Sarratt stated that one of his main concerns was enforcement of the ordinances.  Mr. Sarratt stated that in riding around the county he has noted some violations that needed to be addressed.  
Ms. Kersey stated that she felt like it was important for the Planning Board to meet monthly to ensure continuity with planning issues.  

Mr. Holland stated that the Planning Department was dealing with a couple of cases currently that involved citizens doing things that were not permissible in their zoning district and that he would be looking into those issues and speaking with the County Attorney to determine how to deal with those issues.  Mr. Holland stated that he would be looking into doing another community cleanup day when the weather warms up and that he would like to include Cape Colony this time.  Mr. Holland stated that if the County was awarded the grant money for abandoned mobile home removal then there would be at least seven abandoned mobile homes that would be removed and disposed of.  

Ms. Kersey emphasized the importance of keeping the County Ordinances updated and available to the public.  

Mr. Holland stated that he was working with staff in his office in Wilmington to get the Ordinance updated and new copies printed.  Mr. Holland stated that they had set a deadline for that which was the end of the fiscal year.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he would like to see some type of volunteer organization that could work alongside the planning staff to help people who did not have the resources to bring their property into compliance with the County Ordinances.  

Mr. Leggett asked Mr. Holland if could organize a work session for the Planning Board in which they could go over the rules and procedures for the Planning Board.

Mr. Holland stated that could be arranged in the coming months.

Mr. Winborne stated that he felt that it was important for the County to take the appropriate steps to ensure that a situation like the one with Riversound does not occur again.
Mr. Robison expressed concern over the length of time it was taking to update all the Ordinances.  Mr. Robison stated that he felt that there should be a full review of the Ordinance.
Mr. Holland stated that once the Ordinance was updated it would be brought before the Planning Board and Commissioners for review and adoption before it would be official.

Ms. Kersey asked how the Planning Board would be made aware of what was changed in the updated Ordinance.
Mr. Holland stated that the Planning Board would receive copies with any changes highlighted with strikethroughs indicating anything that was added or deleted.

Mr. Sarratt noted the next item of business, a moratorium regarding wind energy facilities.  
Mr. Sarratt presented information from the Institute of Government regarding conflict of interest in cases.  Mr. Sarratt asked if any of the Board members felt that they had a conflict of interest in regard to the proposed moratorium.

Mr. Holland stated that if any member had a direct financial benefit that member must recuse him or herself from the discussion.  
Ms. Kersey stated that the Institute of Government wording was “There is a conflict of interest in a Planning Board Legislative/Policy hearing when there is direct financial interest or benefit”.
Mr. Robison asked Mr. Monds if had been in contact with the wind energy company, Apex.
Mr. Monds stated that he had and that Apex had given him maps and had made him an offer but that he had not signed any papers with them yet.  He stated that the company, Apex, was not mentioned in the moratorium.
Mr. Robison stated that in his opinion, Mr. Monds should recuse himself.

Mr. Holland stated that tonight would be a general discussion that would impact the entire A-1 zoning district.  
Mr. Sarratt stated that he did not see a direct conflict at this point in time for Mr. Monds but that in the future when it was time to make changes to the Ordinance he thought that it would be inappropriate for Mr. Monds to participate.  

Mr. Holland stated that the Board would not be getting into any specifics about wind energy facilities at all at this time.
Mr. Leggett stated that he appreciated Mr. Monds’ honesty and that he did not see a conflict of interest at this point in time.

Mr. Holland stated that a moratorium is a tool that is used by jurisdictions to basically “hit pause” in relation to a certain development or use.  Mr. Holland stated that the moratorium would allow the County to make sure that the Ordinances that are in place appropriately an adequately address the wishes and desires of the county’s residents.  Mr. Holland stated that adopting the moratorium would require a public hearing.  He stated that the public would be given the opportunity at the public hearing to voice their opinions on the adoption of the moratorium.  Mr. Holland stated that the Chair and Vice-chair had come to him with concerns that they had received from the community in regards to wind energy facilities and that is what had brought about the development of the proposed moratorium.  
Mr. Holland read the items that a moratorium must include into the record.  (attached)
Mr. Holland stated that a draft moratorium had been distributed to the Planning Board for their consideration.  (attached)
Mr. Sarratt clarified that no action would be taken on the moratorium at this time but that another meeting date would be set when the Board would make a recommendation on the moratorium.  

Mr. Holland stated that the moratorium essentially stated that the County was aiming to impose a 90 day moratorium on the issuance of zoning permits for the development of wind energy facilities.  Mr. Holland stated that the purpose of the moratorium was to review all language and policy relating to development of wind energy facilities within Chowan County to ensure that the language protects the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Chowan County.  
Ms. Kersey clarified that the moratorium was not directed at any specific project but that it would address any future wind energy facilities.

Mr. Sarratt stated that he would like to go ahead and set a meeting date to take action on the moratorium adding that he would like to meet sooner rather than later.
There was some discussion on when to schedule the next meeting.
Mr. Robison moved to schedule the next meeting on February 3rd at 7pm.  Mr. Leggett seconded the motion.  The motion carried 4-2 with Mr. Monds and Mr. Winborne voting against that date.
The next meeting was scheduled for February 3rd at 7pm.

Ms. Kersey suggested that any questions or concerns that may come up in review of the moratorium be sent to Karen Castelloe in the Planning Department to be compiled and addressed prior to the next meeting.

Mr. Holland stated that would be fine.
County Commissioner Emmett Winborne addressed the Board and asked if a time to take public comment could be scheduled prior to the Planning Board taking any action on the moratorium.

Mr. Sarratt stated that would not be a problem.  

Mr. Holland stated that a public comment period could be scheduled prior to discussion of the moratorium at the next meeting.

Mr. Sarratt noted the last item of business on the agenda, revision of the Planning Board by-laws.

Mr. Holland stated that two changes had been recommended to be made to the by-laws.  Mr. Holland stated that the first change that has been recommended was that three months prior to a three year term ending, the member reapplies to the County to be reappointed.  Mr. Holland stated that the next change that was recommended was limiting members to three consecutive terms.  Mr. Holland stated that the Board would be discussing the changes at the next regular Planning Board meeting.  
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned until February 3rd at 7pm.
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