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Chowan County Planning Board

September 18, 2012
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Mary-Margaret McKinney, Allen Nixon and Joe Ward were present. Mike Williams and Patti Kersey were absent.   
Mr. Leggett asked for any additions or corrections to the minutes of the August 21, 2012 meeting.  

Mr. Nixon moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Mr. Ward seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (4-0)

Mr. Holland stated that there were representatives present from Chowan Beach, Arrowhead Beach, and Cape Colony that would be offering their input on how to deal with the various code enforcement issues within the county.  He stated that the individuals present at the meeting have been very helpful in helping get the various situations rectified in their communities.  He stated that the issue had been discussed at the past couple of Commissioner’s meetings and essentially the Commissioners had told him to proceed with the enforcement of the Ordinances.  He stated that everyone needed to understand what was going to be done and how it was going to be done.  
Mr. Holland presented a slideshow (attached) that described the different kinds of violations and what ordinances, regulations, and restrictions applied to them.  He stated that he had noted approximately 65 violations within Arrowhead and Chowan Beach. He described the process the County would be taking to rectify the violations.  (included in slideshow)

Mr. Ward asked what the civil penalties would be if the violations were not brought into compliance.  

Mr. Holland stated that the penalty would be $50 per day.  He stated that the person would have 15 days to pay the penalty if it wasn’t paid then a bill would be sent.  If the bill wasn’t paid within the next 15 days then a lien would be placed on the property.  

Mr. Holland noted some pictures that he had taken while riding through Chowan Beach and Arrowhead Beach. (included in slideshow)
Mr. Nixon asked what would be considered permanent or temporary when it came to people using travel trailers.

Mr. Holland stated that the Ordinance did not speak specifically to that issue but that he was going to use logic in determining that.  He stated that if someone was visiting a relative or friend for a few days or week and pulled his own travel trailer in on his relative or friend’s lot to stay in while he visited he was not inclined to consider that a permanent arrangement that needed enforcement.

There was some discussion among the community representatives and the Board members about the various violations in their communities.
Mr. Holland stated that he would like input from the community representatives on whether or not they agreed with the proposed method of enforcement that he had presented and if they would be willing to help in identifying and monitoring some of the violations in their communities.
There was more discussion among the community representatives and the Board members about the various violations in their communities as well as throughout the county and how they could help in rectifying the various situations.
Mr. Holland asked the community representatives if they had any objection to the setbacks in their communities being changed back to what was reflected in their covenants which would give the property owner more room to build on their lot.
It was agreed that the setbacks in the Zoning Ordinance were too restrictive for the size of the lots in their communities.  There was discussion on what the setbacks should be changed to.
Mr. Holland stated that he would a proposal together to bring before the Board at the next meeting and they could weigh the pros and cons and decide whether or not to move forward with the changes to the setbacks or not.
Ms. McKinney stated that she felt like they should have some good, concrete reasons for choosing whatever number to change the setbacks to because there could be ramifications in the future.

Mr. Holland stated that he would work on getting a proposal together for the next meeting and would be in contact with the community representatives in the near future and would keep them up to date on the progress of the code enforcement issues.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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