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Chowan County Planning Board

August 21, 2012
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Patti Kersey, Mike Williams, and Joe Ward were present. Mary-Margaret McKinney and Allen Nixon were absent.   
Mr. Holland stated that the purpose of the meeting was to update the Planning Board on some items that had come up recently.  (listed on the attached agenda)

There was some discussion regarding the deer processing operation and the Dupraw text amendment.  

Mr. Holland gave a brief description of the happenings at the Commissioner’s meeting where the text amendment was heard and voted on.  He stated that the vote ended up being 4-3 and that the amendment did not pass so the Dupraws could no longer operate their deer processing operation at their current location.

Mr. Holland stated that several other code enforcement issues had come up since the deer processing operation came to light.  He stated that there have been numerous complaints about tall grass, people living in camper trailers and dilapidated houses we well as other businesses operating without the proper permits.  He stated that the County would now be more vigilant in enforcing the Ordinances and everything would not just be complaint driven as it has been in the past.  He stated that starting next month he wanted to bring in a representative from each of the subdivisions and let them come in and talk to the Planning Board about what their concerns are and what their development standards are.  He stated that would help the County with getting together a list of concerns for each area.  He stated that Staff would then get a list together of changes that needed to be made to the Zoning Ordinance and they would proceed to amend the Zoning Ordinance to speak to the standards that are acceptable to each subdivision.  
There was some discussion among the board members of the various violations that have been cited in each subdivision and possible remedies.

Mr. Holland stated that on September 4, 2012 he would be presenting to the Board of Commissioners about the violations that he has noted.  He stated that they would then start dealing with the violations one by one. 
Mr. Holland stated that next month he planned on having a representative from Chowan Beach and a representative from Arrowhead Beach present at the Planning Board meeting to voice their concerns.  He stated that the Planning Board would then have the opportunity to dialogue with the representatives and discuss possible solutions.

Mr. Leggett requested to discuss the use of the Bible for swearing in applicants.  

Mr. Holland stated that he had mentioned to Mr. Leggett that a Bible didn’t have to be used in the swearing in of applicants.  He stated that they would continue to use the Bible for the administration of the oath if that is what the Board would prefer.
Mr. Leggett stated that he would prefer to continue to use the Bible.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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