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Chowan County Planning Board

July 19, 2011
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street

7:30 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Patti Kersey, Joe Ward, Mary-Margaret McKinney, and Mike Williams were present. Allen Nixon was absent.  
Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the meeting minutes of June 21, 2011.

Mr. Williams moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Ward seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (4-0)
Mr. Leggett introduced the application on the agenda, a text amendment to allow the establishment of Recycling Centers in the A-1, Agricultural District through the issuance of a Special Use Permit.
Mr. Holland gave a brief history of the project.  He stated that Stephen & Rachel Johnson were operators of a recycling center in Manteo and had decided that they wanted to start a recycling center in Chowan County.  He stated that the Johnsons had approached the Town of Edenton as well as the Economic Development Department that operates under the Town of Edenton and they had met with some resistance and felt that they weren’t making any headway so they made the decision to try and locate in the County instead.  He stated that they had initially looked at locating out near the airport in the Industrial Park but that there was a provision in place that stated that an operation of this kind could not be allowed in that area.  He stated that the Johnsons then looked into locating out at the old Dye Plant but that the property owner had no interest in leasing any portion of the building for the purpose of a recycling center.  He stated that this text amendment was the last alternative for the Johnsons to be able to locate a recycling center in Chowan County and that they would need no more than 3-5 acres on which to locate their business.  He stated that the Johnsons were requesting that recycling centers be allowed through the issuance of a Special Use Permit in the A-1 zoning district.  He stated that there would be development standards for this type of operations added to the Zoning Ordinance as well as a definition of recycling centers. (the proposed amendments to the zoning ordinance are included in the attached agenda summary report)
The applicants, Stephen & Rachel Johnson, spoke on behalf of the application.  Mr. Johnson stated that they were present to answer any questions that the Board may have.  

Mr. Williams asked the applicants if they had a more specific description of the materials that would be involved.

Ms. Johnson offered the board members a copy of the list of acceptable materials that would be allowed at the recycling center.
Mr. Johnson described the type of materials that would be accepted.

Mr. Williams asked if it was just metal products.

Mr. Johnson stated that was correct.

Ms. Kersey asked the applicants to describe the operation they had in Manteo.

Mr. Johnson stated that they were located off of the main road in east Wanchese.  He stated that there was a difference between a recycling center and a salvage yard.  He stated that when they collect and eighteen wheeler worth of metal that comes to about 40,00 lbs that metal is then prepared to be loaded onto another eighteen wheeler and is immediately shipped out.  He stated that there was no storage involved like a salvage yard.  

Mr. Ward asked if they would be buying the scrap metal.

Mr. Johnson stated that he would.

Mr. Holland stated that he had spoken to the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners and that there were several Commissioners interested in this type of operation.  He stated that the main concern was to make sure there were no negative impacts to surrounding land owners.  

Ms. McKinney asked what happened to the items that could not be sold off, such as the tires, gas tanks, etc.

Mr. Johnson stated that the worst problem they had was from rubber tires.  He stated that they would be taken to the landfill but that they did not remain on site.  

Ms. Johnson stated that the parts that are not recyclable are sent to the shredder.

Mr. Williams asked what kind of shredder they were speaking of.

Ms. Johnson stated that there was a company that they used in Roanoke Rapids and another one located in Lewiston.  

Mr. Williams asked what the noise level would be at the site.

Mr. Johnson stated that the noise level would not be any louder than a four cylinder motor.  
Ms. Johnson stated that the piece of property that they were looking at was 16 acres and that it was buffered on two sides by trees.  

Mr. Holland stated that they had discussed locating the operation at the rear of the property so there would be a dirt path leading back to the recycling center.  

Ms. Kersey asked if the surrounding property owners would be able to see the recycling center as they were driving by or going to their homes.  

Ms. Johnson stated that they intended to plant fast growing trees around the site to screen it from adjacent property owners.  She stated that you definitely would not be able to see it from the road.

Mr. Ward asked how any opposition from surrounding property owners would be handled.

Mr. Holland stated that the surrounding property owners would be notified when a Special Use Permit was applied for and that they would have the opportunity to voice their concerns or comments and ask any questions that they had at the public hearing.

Ms. McKinney asked how the five hundred feet from any residential use was measured.
Mr. Holland stated that it would be measured from the residential property line and that he would clarify that in the language.

Ms. Kersey suggested defining the landscaping buffer requirements for this type of operation.

Mr. Holland stated that he could work on defining that and e-mail it to the Board members for their approval or comments and that it would be included in the amendment packet presented to the Board of Commissioners.  He also recommended including a separation standard that would not allow a recycling center to be located within a certain distance of another recycling center.  

Mr. Leggett asked how long they’ve had the operation in Manteo.

Mr. Johnson stated that they had started in September 2010.  

Ms. Kersey asked what kinds of issues that the applicants ran into with trying to locate in the Town.

Ms. Johnson stated there were many meetings set up that fell through and phone calls that were supposed to be made that didn’t happen and that they didn’t feel like it was a good fit for them.  She stated that the Town couldn’t see past the fact that it was a scrap yard and that they had tried to explain to them that it was more than a scrap yard it was a recycling center.
Mr. Ward asked if they had any way of identifying people that came to sell scrap metal so that they could be sure that they were not selling stolen material.

Ms. Johnson stated that they required the persons name, address, license, license plate number and a thumbprint.  She stated that the seller was given a copy, the recycling center kept a copy, and a copy was provided to the Sheriff’s Department at the end of each week.  She stated that people were a lot less likely to bring stolen goods to their facility because they knew all the forms of identification that they required.  

Ms. McKinney moved to recommend approval of the text amendment application.  Mr. Ward seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (4-0)  

Mr. Leggett requested that the Board member’s e-mail addresses be provided for each of the Board members so that they could e-mail each other and interact with each other.

Ms. McKinney expressed concerns over ramifications of what could by typed in someone’s e-mail.

Mr. Holland stated that under the public records law if someone requested the e-mails they could be released.  He stated that the Board of Adjustment could not communicate with each other prior to a meeting but the Planning Board could do that unless they were hearing a Special Use Permit.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

