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Chowan County Planning Board

June 19, 2012
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Patti Kersey, Mike Williams, Joe Ward, and Mary-Margaret McKinney were present. Allen Nixon was absent.   
Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the meeting minutes of May 15, 2012.

Ms. Kersey moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Ms. McKinney seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (5-0)

Mr. Leggett noted the first item of business on the agenda, a rezoning request from Merle Bunch requesting to rezone property located off of Rocky Hock Rd from Heavy Industrial to Agricultural.

Mr. Holland stated that there were six parcels and the Dye Plant parcel that were zoned I-2, Industrial.  He stated that I-2 was the most intensive zoning district in the county.  He stated that the Bunch family was requesting that the two parcels that they owned be rezoned to A-1, Agricultural.  He stated that he had also received a notarized statement from Edward Bunch, who owns an adjoining parcel of land that is also zoned I-2, requesting to rezone his parcel to A-1 Agricultural as well.  He stated that the parcels in question were zoned Industrial on the Chowan County Future Land Use map as well as the current Zoning Map so both maps would have to be amended to reflect the new zoning of A-1 Agricultural if the rezoning was approved.  He stated that he was recommending that all six of the parcels that were zoned I-2, Industrial be rezoned to A-1, Agricultural.  

Ms. Kersey expressed concerns over leaving the Dye Plant tract zoned Industrial with the possibility of future residences surrounding it.

There was some discussion about the possibility of another industrial use opening on the Dye Plant tract in the future.

County Manager Zee Lamb stated that his take on why the surrounding parcels were zoned Industrial as well as the Dye Plant tract was to provide a buffer to the surrounding residential area as well as allow an area of possible expansion for the Dye Plant.

Ms. Kersey asked if the other property owners included in the proposed rezoning would be notified of the possible rezoning.

Mr. Holland stated that the other property owners included in the rezoning request would be notified and given ample opportunity to make the County aware if they chose to not be involved in the rezoning request.

Mr. Leggett asked for any further discussion from the Board.  (there was none)

Mr. Ward moved to amend the future land use classification for the parcels with tax ID #’s ending in 9392, 0613, 0929, 0647, 1713, and 1611 from industrial to a future land use classification of residential/agricultural. Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (5-0)
Mr. Ward moved to rezone the parcels with tax ID #’s ending in 9392, 0613, 0929, 0647, 1713, and 1611 from I-2, Industrial to A-1, Agricultural. Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (5-0)
Mr. Leggett noted the next item on the agenda, an update regarding the home based business text amendment request.
Mr. Holland stated that at the Board of Commissioner’s meeting, the vote on the proposed text amendment ended in a tie.  He stated the application was tabled and that the Board would reconsider the application at their July 2nd meeting.  He stated that there would be another public hearing at the July 2nd meeting and then another vote on the proposed amendment.

There was some discussion on the proper procedures the Planning Board should follow if the text amendment application passes and then the Planning Board receives an application for a Special Use Permit for a home based business.

Mr. Williams brought up the topic of nuisance code enforcement within the County.  

Mr. Holland stated that funds had been approved for the new budget year that would allow the County to enforce nuisance code violations.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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