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Chowan County Planning Board

May 15, 2012
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Patti Kersey, Allen Nixon and Mike Williams were present. Joe Ward and Mary-Margaret McKinney were absent.   
Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the meeting minutes of March 27, 2012.

Ms. Kersey moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Nixon seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (4-0)

Mr. Holland stated that he had put together a presentation updating the Planning Board on the issues that he had been working on for the County. (listed on the attached agenda)  He stated that he would like some feedback from the Planning Board on how to move forward on these issues.

Mr. Holland stated that the Planning Board had received a rezoning request from Merle & Judy Bunch requesting to rezone property located off of Rocky Hock Road from I2 to A1.  He stated that the Board would not be able to take any action on the application at this meeting because of the late submittal of the application but that the Board could discuss the application at this time.  

Ms. Bunch expressed concerns over the fact that the property was zoned Industrial without her knowledge.

Mr. Holland stated that when the County was zoned in 2006, individual property owners would not have been notified by direct mail.  The notification would have been through large ads in the newspapers and public hearings.

Mr. Holland asked if the neighboring property owners would be interested in having their property rezoned to A1.

Ms. Bunch stated that she felt like the other property owners would like their property rezoned to A1 as well.

Mr. Williams asked what the I2 zoning kept them from doing that they wanted to be able to do.

Ms. Bunch stated that under that zoning a residence couldn’t be built.

Mr. Holland stated that if the neighboring property owners filed to have their property rezoned it would eliminate the one “island” parcel of A1 in the middle of an Industrial zone.

Mr. Holland recommended adding the neighboring parcels to the rezoning request and bringing the application back before the Board at a later meeting.

Mr. Holland stated that the proposed Home Based Business Text Amendment was included in the meeting materials and that it would be going to the Board of Commissioners on Monday, May 21, 2012.  He stated that it has been modified to reflect the changes that were made during the Planning Board’s approval in February.  

Mr. Holland stated that was anticipating the submittal of a Special Use Permit application for the deer processing operation located in Arrowhead Beach in the coming months.  He stated that the Planning Board would have to view the Home Based Business as a new use with a new definition and new rules.  He stated that they would have to consider the application with a fresh set of eyes and hear what the applicants have to say as well as testimony from the neighbors in the area.  He stated that any past information should not be considered or factored in to the Board’s decision.

There was some discussion on the reasoning for requiring Home Based Businesses to obtain a zoning permit.  

There were concerns expressed over people in the community that do not live near the business and are not affected by it, coming to the meeting to speak against the Special Use Permit application.

Mr. Holland stated that people that did not live near the business and were not affected by it would not be allowed to testify one way or the other.

Mr. Holland stated that the next item he wanted to update the Board on was the establishment of hunting regulations in close proximity to residential subdivisions.  He stated that Village Creek subdivision was located by a pond on which hunters duck hunt.  He stated that there have been complaints about the hunting on the pond and the Property Owner’s Association wants the County to come up with some regulations to control the hunting in close proximity to residential areas.  He stated that he has come up with some regulations on which he would like feedback from the Board.  He stated that he was proposing that the Property Owner’s Association would have to present a formal request to the County with approval from the majority of the POA Board.  He stated that request would trigger a public hearing and that public hearing would decide, based on the facts presented and public testimony, if it is appropriate to establish a hunting protection zone around the defined subdivisions.  He stated that at this time they were proposing these protection zones to be 1000 feet and that it would be enforced by the Sheriff’s Department.  He stated that the Wildlife Commission would not be able to enforce the new rule.  He presented a picture that showed the Village Creek subdivision with the hunting protection zone.  
Mr. Williams expressed concerns that the new rule would affect what the public could do on public waters.

Mr. Nixon expressed concerns over how people would know where the 1000 foot line was when hunting.

Mr. Holland stated that he would take the Planning Board’s concerns into consideration when presenting the proposed regulations to the Commissioners.

Mr. Holland stated that he had been asked to look at the issue of vicious dogs in the County and to amend the County’s Animal Control Ordinance.  He stated that the current Animal Control Ordinance refers to potentially dangerous dogs.  He stated that it would be amended to reflect specific breeds that had to be registered if they resided in residentially zoned areas.  He stated that in the greater part of the county the dogs would not have to be registered but they would have to be confined within the home or penned up.  He stated they would be required to be spayed or neutered and that any change in ownership would require notification to the County Animal Control Office.
Mr. Williams stated that he had a problem with labeling all dogs of a certain breed “vicious”.  He suggested basing the registration on the size of the dog rather than the breed because any breed of dog could be vicious.

Mr. Holland stated that it would have to be determined if the County would require the registration of dogs and what dogs would have to be registered.

Mr. Nixon stated that registering the dog would only make Animal Control aware of the dangerous dogs and where they were.  He stated than any random person walking by a home that had a dangerous dog would not be aware of the dangerous dog until he or she walked by and was possibly attacked.

Ms. Kersey asked what the purpose of registration would be.

Mr. Holland stated that the registration was an accountability measure.  If the dog was not registered then the owner would be considered negligent and could be penalized and fined.
Ms. Kersey suggested just enforcing the regulations that are in place now and make an example of the habitual offenders.

Mr. Holland stated that he would take the Planning Board’s comments to the Commissioners when he presented the proposed regulations.

Mr. Holland stated that the last thing he wanted to discuss was the update of the County Zoning Regulations.  He stated that he felt like the Permitted Use Table should be reviewed, that the supplemental regulations for accessory buildings should be addressed, and that the setback requirements should be addressed.

Mr. Nixon stated that he felt like the 40 foot rear setback in the majority of the county was too large.  

Ms. Kersey asked how the setback was determined when the zoning was put in place.

Mr. Holland stated that he would have to see if the minutes were available from those meetings to find out the reasoning for the setbacks being so large.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  
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