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Chowan County Planning Board

May 17, 2011
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Patti Kersey, Mary-Margaret McKinney, and Allen Nixon were present. Joe Ward and Mike Williams were absent.  
Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the meeting minutes of March 15, 2011.

Ms. McKinney moved to approve the minutes as submitted.  Mr. Nixon seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (4-0)
Mr. Leggett stated that there was no new business and that the only item on the agenda was a continuation from last month’s meeting, a text amendment regarding the establishment of green energy facilities.  

Mr. Holland stated that the revisions suggested at the last Planning Board meeting had been made.  He read over the changes referencing the materials included in the board member packets (attached).  

Ms. McKinney stated that the homeowner’s associations for most of the subdivisions in the area were very restrictive and that she felt that the decision whether or not to allow wind turbines as an accessory use should be left up to them.

Ms. Kersey stated that most of the covenants do not address issues of that type.
Mr. Nixon asked how that would work if there was nothing in the covenants that addressed it and a property owner put one up.

Ms. Kersey suggested including language that stated that the installation of facilities of that type would not be allowed unless the homeowner’s association approved it.

Mr. Holland suggested striking the statement allowing non-participating property owners to sign a waiver form in regards to standards for noise and shadow-flicker associated with wind turbines due to the fact that it could have negative impacts for future property owners.  
Mr. Nixon asked if people would still have to come before the Planning Board before installing a wind turbine.

Mr. Holland stated that the way the amendment is written is that a solar panel or a wind generator (a single windmill) is an accessory use and can be permitted by right and reviewed by the zoning administrator.  If someone wanted to put in a wind farm or solar farm, then a special use permit would be required which would have to go before the Planning Board for review.  

Mr. Nixon expressed concerns over allowing a windmill to be installed without having to obtain a special use permit.  He stated that a windmill would have a larger impact on surrounding property owners than a solar panel would.

Ms. McKinney stated that based on the cost of installing a wind turbine, she did not think that Chowan County would see many of them.
Mr. Holland stated that he could change the wording in the amendment and make a special use permit required on the installation of all wind turbines if that is what the Planning Board recommended.

Mr. Nixon & Ms. McKinney expressed concerns over the possibility of someone constructing a windmill themselves and it not being up to industry standards.

Mr. Holland stated that there was wording in the amendment that covered that issue as far as wind farms but that he could change the wording to apply those standards to individual windmills as well.  

After some discussion on wording, Mr. Holland recommended leaving wind turbines as an accessory use as a use by right and requiring that the wind turbine meet the industry standards.  

There being no further discussion, Mr. Leggett called for a motion.

Ms. Kersey moved to recommend approval of the text amendment with the revisions as discussed.  Ms. McKinney seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (4-0)
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  

