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EDENTON-CHOWAN
INSPECTIONS AND PLANNING DEPARTMENT

P.O. Box 1030, Edenton, NC 27932

305 West Freemason Street, Edenton, NC 27932

PHONE 252-482-5618   FAX 252-482-5697
Chowan County Planning Board

February 19, 2013

Chowan County Public Safety Center

305 West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Landin Holland to call the roll; Jim Leggett, Allen Nixon, Patti Kersey, Lou Sarratt, Mary-Margaret McKinney and Mike Williams were present.      

Mr. Leggett asked for any additions or corrections to the minutes of the January 15, 2013 meeting.  

Mr. Sarratt moved that the minutes be approved as submitted.  Mr. Williams seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (6-0)

Mr. Leggett stated that Mr. Holland would like to present text amendments to the A-1, R-25, and R-15 zoning districts.

Mr. Holland stated that at this time he would just like to present the information on the text amendments and make a formal decision at a later date.  

Mr. Holland made a brief presentation on the role and different functions of the Planning Board. 

Mr. Holland then moved on to the proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance.  He stated that he would like to address setbacks and to require Special Use Permits for home occupations in the R-15 and R-25 zoning districts.  
Mr. Holland stated that he has had numerous complaints about the setbacks in the A-1 district as well as the R-15 district.  He stated that he has done research to find out why the County zoning was done the way it was but didn’t find any specific reasons in the minutes from the meetings.  He presented some maps to illustrate what the new setbacks would look like compared to the existing setbacks.  

Ms. Kersey asked if they were just looking at reducing the rear setbacks.

Mr. Holland stated that he did not think that the side or front setbacks were an issue.

Ms. Kersey asked if the front setbacks were the same on every road in A-1.

Mr. Holland stated that the front setbacks were 25ft unless the property was located on Hwy 32 which had a 50ft front setback.

Mr. Holland stated that he was in favor of reducing the rear setback in A-1 to 25 ft.
Mr. Nixon stated that he felt like if the side setbacks were 15ft then the rear setbacks should be 15ft also.

There was some discussion on possible scenarios that could occur with the new setbacks.

Mr. Holland stated that he felt that, in zoning rural areas, possible uses of the property were more of a concern than how close a building could be to a property line.

Mr. Sarratt agreed that he would be more concerned about what the building would be used for rather than how close it was to a property line.

Ms. McKinney expressed concerns over reducing the rear setbacks in A-1.  

Mr. Holland stated that a compromise could be allowing a larger accessory building to be closer to the property line.  He stated that the complaints he has been getting have been about the setbacks for accessory buildings.  
Mr. Holland stated that he would bring some different examples of how the setbacks could be changed to deal with accessory buildings according to size to present at the next meeting.

There was discussion on making the setbacks in the R-15 zoning districts 5ft off the side and the rear property lines.

Ms. McKinney expressed concerns over fire safety if the setbacks were reduced.

Mr. Nixon stated that even if the setbacks were left as they are, there is still a fire safety risk because the homes are so close together.

Mr. Surratt stated that he was not in favor of reducing the setbacks in R-15.  He stated that most people who live in these areas and people who are looking to build in these areas are aware that you need at least 2 lots to build a house on.

Mr. Holland recommended leaving the R-15 & R-25 zoning district setbacks as they are for now and concentrate on the A-1 zoning district since that is where the majority of complaints are coming from.

Mr. Holland stated that he would bring back the different options for the setbacks in A-1 to the Planning Board meeting next month for review.
Mr. Leggett asked if there were any updates on the code enforcement issues that were brought up at previous meetings.

Mr. Holland stated that he has been working with some of the property owners at Chowan Beach & Arrowhead Beach to come up with solutions to handle the nuisance issues in the area.  He stated that letters were schedule go out in February requesting voluntary compliance with the ordinance.  He stated that a community cleanup day would be scheduled for April 6th using volunteers with trailer, trucks, etc. to help clean up.  He stated that 4 or 5 properties would be targeted.  He stated that they would meet on Tuesday, April 2nd, to plan for the cleanup effort.  He stated that the first targets would be vacant, absentee property owners.  He stated that they were going to try to get some money in the nuisance budget for the coming year to help with any owners that refuse to bring their property into compliance.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

