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Chowan County Planning Board

September 21, 2010
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

MINUTES

Mr. Leggett asked Interim Planner Morgan Jethro to call the roll; Jeff Smith, Mary-Margaret Sykes-McKinney, Jim Leggett, Allen Nixon, Joe Ward, Mike Williams and Patti Kersey were present.   
Chairman Jim Leggett called the meeting to order and asked for a moment of silence.

Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes from the May 11, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Smith moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. Ward seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (6-0)

Mr. Leggett noted the application on the agenda, Case No. CC-TA-10-02:  A request from Richard Arnesen to amend the Chowan County Zoning Ordinance Permitted Use Table to allow auction houses in the A-1, Agricultural zoning district. 
Ms. Jethro stated that Mr. Arnesen has requested that auction houses be added as a permitted use in the A-1, Agricultural zoning district.  She stated that she has recommended that auctions be allowed by conditional use permit in the A-1 district and the B-1 zoning districts.
Mr. Leggett questioned the hours of operation.

Mr. Arnesen stated that his auctions would start at 5pm and would last no later than 9pm.  He stated that he would hold them every two weeks.

Mr. Leggett expressed concerns over traffic and parking.
Mr. Arnesen stated that he had about fifty parking spaces on the property and that he had permission to use the old rescue squad building parking lot across the road for extra parking.  He stated that he spoken to the neighbors and that they are looking forward to the opening of the auction house.

Mr. Smith stated that he would like to see something in writing showing that he had agreements for the parking area that would be used during the auctions so that they could be sure there would be ample parking and no cars parked on the side of the road.

Mr. Williams stated that a Conditional Use Permit would require a public hearing with a public comment period where the public could voice any concerns they had.

Ms. Kersey asked how he advertised the auctions.

Mr. Arnesen stated that he was established and that he didn’t do much advertising unless he did something special.  He stated that he put most of his advertising on site.

Mr. Williams stated that he thought that the auction house would be a big improvement to the property and that he thought the neighbors would approve of it.
Mr. Leggett asked for any further questions from the Board or public.   (there was none)

Mr. Smith moved to recommend approval of the text amendment application to allow auction houses as a conditional use in A-1 and B-1 zoning districts.  Mr. Ward seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. (6-0)

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

