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Chowan County Planning Board

October 26, 2010
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
West Freemason Street

7:00 pm

Mr. Leggett asked Interim Planner Morgan Jethro to call the roll; Jeff Smith, Mary-Margaret Sykes-McKinney, Jim Leggett, Allen Nixon, Joe Ward, Mike Williams and Patti Kersey were present.   
Chairman Jim Leggett called the meeting to order and asked for a moment of silence.
Mr. Leggett called for an election of Chair and Vice Chair seats, and opened the floor for nominations. Mr. Ward nominated Mr. Leggett for the position, which was seconded by Mr. Nixon.  Mr. Leggett nominated Mr. Williams for the Chair position, which was seconded by Ms. Kersey. Mr. Williams thanked the Board for their nomination, but respectfully declined the nomination. Mr. Leggett then nominated Mr. Smith, who respectfully declined the position as well. Mr. Ward made a motion that the Board closes the floor for nominations. The vote for Mr. Leggett to continue serving as the Chair of the Planning Board was 6-0, unanimous. The nomination for Vice Chair was opened by Mr. Leggett. Mr. Leggett nominated Mr. Smith, who respectfully declined the nomination. Mr. Ward nominated Mr. Mike Williams, which was seconded by Mr. Smith. Mr. Nixon motioned that the board close the floor for nominations. The final vote for Mr. Mike Williams to serve as Vice Chair of the Planning Board was 6-0, unanimous.
Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes from the September 21, 2010 meeting.  Mr. Smith moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. Ward seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (6-0)

Ms. Kersey commented on the possibility of moving the meeting time from 7:00 to an earlier time. Mr. Leggett commented that after discussing the matter with other Board members, that moving the time up would be problematic for their schedules, but it could be looked further into in the future. 

Ms. Jethro asked the Board if there were any conflicts of interest for the case the Board was about to hear; there were none. 

Mr. Leggett noted the application on the agenda, Case No. CC-CUP-10-01:  A request from Richard Arnesen for the operation of an auction house on property located at 240 Gliden Road. (PIN 7904-00-23-8802). 
Ms. Jethro gave a brief overview of Mr. Arnesen’s application, and commented that in the last meeting, the Board voted to permit auction houses in the A-1 district. The Planning Department recommended approval of Mr. Arnesen’s request, with the following stipulations: no on street parking shall be permitted to due safety concerns on Gliden Road, and the auctions shall not operate between the hours of 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., due to the proximity of residences to the site. 
Jethro also commented that the parking on the site was ample, with the requirement being 1 space per 200 square feet of gross square floor area; the total was 5,880, and therefore the minimum parking required was 29 spaces. 

Mr. Williams asked Mr. Arnesen for clarification on his responses for a Conditional Use Permit, and commented that in the future, there needs to be more information supplied than what was supplied. 
Mr. Arnesen commented that he has worked out a lease agreement for overflow parking spaces with neighbors, Bennie and Carolyn Renfrow. 

Mr. & Mrs. Renfrow were in attendance, and supplied the Board with photographs taken at the last auction (which was allowed with a one time use permit from the Board of County Commissioners at their October meeting), where vehicles were depicted parking on the shoulder of the road, and cited the safety concerns with such an action. Mr. Arnesen commented that the action would be corrected for the future, and it would not happen again. 

Mr. Nixon questioned if there were sufficient lighting for the facility, and Jethro commented yes. He also asked Mr. Arnesen what would happen if the business became more successful than anticipated, and Mr. Arnesen commented that he would seek a larger facility to accommodate. 

Mr. Leggett questioned the hours of operation, and Mr. Arnesen commented they would be from 5 p.m. until 9 p.m. The auctioneer’s last call would end at 8 p.m., and the persons purchasing items would be finished by 9 p.m. 
Ms. McKinney asked Jethro what would happen if an applicant were noncompliant with the conditions set upon a Conditional Use Permit, and Jethro commented that the permit would be rescinded. Jethro commented to the Board that they could place the Condition of required “No Parking” and directional signs for “Enter” and “Exit” in the interest of public safety if they felt it necessary. 
Mr. Ward asked in what manner Winslow’s auctions handles their parking, but it was noted that they exist as a nonconforming use. 

Mr. Leggett asked for any further questions from the Board or public.   (there was none)

Ms. McKinney moved to recommend approval of the conditional use permit with the following restrictions: 
1) The required parking is 1 space per 200 square feet of gross square floor area; the total is 5,880, therefore a minimum of 29 parking spaces are required. No one street parking is allowed due to safety concerns on Gliden Road. 

2) The auctions shall not operate between the hours of 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., due to the proximity of residences to the site. 

3) Directional “Enter”, “Exit” and “No Parking” signs must be erected in order to protect the health, safety and general welfare of motorists and the general public. 

Mr. Ward seconded the motion. With no further discussion, the vote for the approval of the conditional use permit with the added restrictions was approved unanimously (7-0). 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

