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Chowan County Planning Board
March 18, 2008
Chowan County Courthouse

Broad Street

7:00pm

MINUTES
Chairman Roger Spivey called the meeting to order.  He then asked Planner Wes Haskett to call the roll; Lia McDaniel, Jack Held, Roger Spivey, Fred Smith, Jim Leggett, William Holley, and Kathy Williams were present
Mr. Spivey asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes from February 19, 2008.  There being none, Mr. Spivey approved the minutes as written.
Mr. Haskett presented the two cases on the agenda, Case No. CC-CURZ-08-01:  A rezoning application from Top Sale Construction for the conditional rezoning of property located at 2231 Rocky Hock Rd & 2223 Rocky Hock Rd from A-1 Agricultural to CU-R-15 Residential. (PIN 6888-00-60-1447 & 6888-00-50-8101) & Case No. CC-CUP-08-01:  A conditional use permit application from Top Sale Construction for a 26 lot subdivision on property located at 2231 Rocky Hock Rd & 2223 Rocky Hock Rd. (PIN 6888-00-60-1447 & 6888-00-50-8101)
He then read the staff report into the record. (Attached)
Mr. Spivey introduced Waldo Winslow who spoke on behalf of the application.

Mr. Haskett stated that the Soil & Water Conservation office had reviewed the plans and that he had received a letter that stated that if the project was constructed as shown; there should not be any significant drainage problems.

Shirley Platts, a neighbor, stated that her property backs up to the proposed subdivision and that she has concerns with the project in regard to the septic tanks and possible drainage problems.
Mr. Leggett questioned the number of lots.
Mr. Winslow stated that there would be twenty six lots spread out over two parcels, one 20.45 acres and the other one 1.5 acres.

Ms. McDaniel asked if when someone purchases these lots, do they purchase the whole way back to the woodland.

Mr. Winslow explained where the property lines are proposed.

Mr. Held asked if there would have to be dirt hauled in to construct the roads.

Mr. Winslow stated that they would have to haul some off and then put six inches of rock on top.

Mr. Held asked if he expected a lot of traffic for the road construction.

Mr. Winslow said no heavy traffic like Riversound. He stated that one thing different from his previous subdivision, Eden Meadows, was that the two entrances were required by the stormwater review staff to have a temporary pad installed to catch any mud so that it would not be pulled out onto the road from traffic going in and out as well as a cross-section of how it will be designed.
Ms. McDaniel asked if all the homes will be built at once.

Mr. Winslow said he was not sure how the housing market would be in the future, but he stated that he would build a spec house to start with and then build as people were interested, he could not build all the houses at once.

Mr. Held asked if there would be one basic plan or different plans.

Mr. Winslow stated that they would have two or three different designs in the $175,000-$200,000 range.

Ms. McDaniel asked if the homes would be stick built.

Mr. Winslow answered yes and that there was a bigger demand for smaller homes and in this price range.
Ms. Williams asked if there was room for a septic tank on each lot.
Mr. Winslow said yes.

Mr. Leggett questioned the narrow strip of land between lots 3 and 4.
Mr. Winslow stated that it leads back to the common area.

Ms. McDaniel asked if there would be a Homeowner’s Association.

Mr. Winslow said not right away, the road would be turned over to the state.  The only reason to need a Homeowner’s Association would be the maintenance of the common area and possible nuisance issues that may arise.

Mr. Smith asked if the state had taken over the road in Eden Meadows.

Mr. Winslow answered no, but there was a letter on file for that.

Mr. Leggett asked if the road would be unpaved to the common area.

Mr. Winslow answered yes.

Mr. Holley asked where the fire hydrants would be located.

Mr. Winslow said there would be 2 to meet the 500 ft requirement.

Ms. McDaniel asked which lot will contain the spec house.

Mr. Winslow stated that they had not decided that yet.

Mr. Held asked if he would start right away if approved.

Mr. Winslow stated that they would still need state permits and that the County Manager had to sign off on the water lines.

Mr. Leggett stated that the road appears to be a good design.

Mr. Held asked if the land was wooded.

Mr. Winslow said no, only in the back of the property.

Mr. Spivey asked for any questions or comments from the public.

Ms. Platts restated her concerns about the septic tanks and drainage.
Mr. Haskett stated that Jon Morgan with Environmental has reviewed the plat and submitted a letter of approval if constructed as drawn and that each individual lot would be reviewed before any permit to install a septic system would be issued.

Mr. Spivey asked for any questions or comments from the board members (there were none).

Mr. Leggett moved that the proposed rezoning and subdivision would be consistent with the Chowan County Land Use Plan.

Ms. McDaniel seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously (7-0).

Mr. Smith moved to recommend approval of the rezoning.

Mr. Leggett seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously (7-0).

Mr. Smith moved to recommend approval of the conditional use permit.
Ms. McDaniel seconded the motion.

The motion passed unanimously (7-0).

Mr. Spivey asked for any new business.

Mr. Haskett stated that the planning staff has met with the Riversound developers and that they are still working on a plat for Phase II.  They have not submitted all required materials in order to schedule a Technical Review Committee meeting.  He stated that staff was currently working on an updated Land Use Plan and that there would be a joint meeting with Town and County officials in late April or early May to review the updated Land Use Plan.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

