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Chowan County Planning Board

March 29, 2010
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
West Freemason Street

3:00pm

MINUTES

Mr. Leggett asked Administrative Assistant Karen Castelloe to call the roll; Jeff Smith, Kathy Williams, Jim Leggett, William Holley, Joe Ward, and Patti Kersey were present. Mike Williams was absent.  
Chairman Jim Leggett called the meeting to order and asked for a moment of silence.

Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes from the October 20, 2009 meeting.  Mr. Smith moved to approve the minutes.  Mr. Holley seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  (6-0)
Mr. Leggett noted that this meeting was a workshop session to discuss Design Standard Article V, Section 6.0-Buffer Strips. 
County Manager, Peter Rascoe, gave the Planning Board a brief update on current events and issues that may come before the Board in the future.  He explained that planning issues have been dormant in recent months, that is why there has been no need for any Planning Board meetings.  He stated that as long as things remained dormant the Planning Board would be meeting on an “as needed” basis.  He stated that the State of North Carolina has stopped the clock on development permits until October 2011 as a stimulus measure.  He stated that any permits and contingencies to those permits do not expire until October 2011.  
Chief Building Inspector, Holly Colombo, gave a brief update on building permit numbers and explained how the Building Inspections & Planning Department operates. (handout attached)
Mr. Rascoe stated that last year there was no money appropriated in the budget for Code Enforcement for violations of the Zoning Ordinance or Subdivision Ordinance.  He stated that there would be no funding for that this year either.  He stated that last October when Planner Wes Haskett announced his resignation the Board was informed that the position would not be filled for the remainder of the fiscal year.  He stated that he had met with the Town Manager and that it was his preference that the Town and County Planning be separated.  He stated that the Town would eventually hire a planner to handle Town issues.  He stated that he was proposing to the Board of Commissioners that the planning position be pulled out of the Inspections Department and created as a separate interest entity.  He stated that the position would not be a full time position right now but that would depend on how the numbers grow in the next couple of years.  
Mr. Leggett asked if the meeting would be held in the afternoon now, instead of at night.

Mr. Rascoe explained that there were no exempt employees that could attend the night meetings now.  He stated that the Planning Board members would be polled before an afternoon meeting was scheduled to determine a good day and time.

Ms. Kersey asked if Mr. Rascoe had any idea of when the Planning position would be filled.  

Mr. Rascoe stated that the budget would be presented to the Board on May 3rd.  He stated that the Commissioners had a month after that to tweak and make any changes that they propose.  He stated that a budget would be adopted the first week of June.  He stated that right now, there were no plans to fill a full time Planning position.  
Mr. Rascoe stated that they had received an update from the developers of Riversound and that the developer had received a commitment from BB & T in Knoxville to fund another loan to finish the infrastructure in Phase I and to incorporate the same infrastructure into Phase II.

Mr. Rascoe went over the Nuisance Code Enforcement policy regarding high grass and lots in their “natural vegetative state”.  He stated that the County could not enforce any regulations or force anyone to cut or maintain a lot that has always been in its natural state.  He stated that he wanted to make the board members aware of that policy before warm weather got here and complaints started coming in.

Mr. Smith asked what was happening with the Voluntary Agricultural Districts.  

Mr. Rascoe stated that they were passed and that the only part that was being implemented right now was the certification that was required to be on all plats.  He stated that the County has not yet reached the point of registering farmland.  

Mr. Leggett asked if there had been any more inquiries regarding wind turbines.  

Mr. Rascoe stated that they had looked at several in Chesapeake that were backyard turbines and that is what drove the interest in regulation.  He stated that without a full time planner, it hasn’t been pursued.  

Mr. Leggett stated that they would now enter into the Workshop Session to discuss Design Standard Article V, Section 6.0-Buffer Strips.

Mr. Rascoe stated that the purpose of this standard was to cut down on the number of constant driveway cuts along highways in the County.  He stated five or more lots subdivided out of one parent parcel required an interior road and buffer strip.  He then presented several scenarios that could come up in the future.  He went over the criteria that had to be proven to grant a variance and what would constitute an ordinance amendment.  
Mr. Leggett asked for any questions from the Board members. (there were none)

Mr. Leggett asked about the status of Sandy Point.

Mr. Rascoe stated that the developer has stated that he will not proceed until the economy improves.

Mr. Rascoe gave an update of the culvert work being done on Drummonds Point Road.  He stated that the County had no knowledge of DOTs schedule and did not know when they would be stopping traffic but that he felt that the County had a handle on it now.  He also stated that DOT was continuing to study how to shut down the bridge that crosses Queen Anne Creek for 90 days for repair work.  He stated that DOT and the Town of Edenton were still having discussions about extending NC 94 which is the base road.
Ms. Williams asked about the sewer plant at Riversound.  

Mr. Rascoe stated that the updated loan would fund that and that there was another layer that had to go on the Phase I streets as well.
Mr. Leggett welcomed new board members Patti Kersey and Joe Ward.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

