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Chairman Brian White called the meeting to order.  He then asked Planner Wes Haskett to call the roll:  Sheri Hare, Charles Britton, Brian White, and David Barrett were present.  Harry Rosenblatt was absent.

Mr. White then called for any corrections or additions from the December 18, 2008 minutes (there were none).
Mr. Barrett moved that the minutes be approved.

Ms. Hare seconded the motion.

The motion carried unanimously (4-0).
County Attorney, Peter Rascoe, then administered the oath to anyone who wished to speak on behalf of the application.

Mr. Rascoe stated that Charles Britton, who was not in attendance at the last meeting to be sworn in, was still sworn in from previous occasions but will be re-sworn at the next meeting when the County Clerk will be present to administer the oath.

Mr. White then noted the only application on the agenda, Case No. BOA 08-01:  A Special Exception application from Joe Lee Co., to extend an existing non-conforming self storage facility located at 800 Virginia Road (Tax Parcel No. 7806-00-01-6077).
Mr. Haskett then read the staff report into the record. (Attached)  He stated that the property in question falls within the Highway Corridor Overlay District which requires certain appearance standards through landscaping.
Mr. Rascoe stated that the property is close to the Extra Territorial Jurisdiction for the Town of Edenton.  He stated that the property was zoned A-1 when County Zoning was instituted eighteen months ago.  He already had storage units on the property at that time.  He stated that he and Mr. Haskett had met with Mr. Lee and Ms. Norman and resolved any questions that came up.  He said that from the very start, Mr. Lee has demonstrated a willingness to comply with the Zoning Ordinance.  After looking at the Ordinance, Mr. Rascoe stated that this was a case where Mr. Lee is eligible for a Special Exception.
Mr. Barrett questioned Section 12-3B item 6, where the Ordinance states that “No additional structures not conforming to the requirements of this Ordinance shall be erected in connection with the non-conforming use of the land.”  He asked how they get around that if the Board was to approve this application.

Mr. Rascoe stated that that is what the Board would be excepting from.  They would be issuing a Special Exception from that guideline.

Mr. Barrett asked if there were any issues, other than landscaping, that needed to be addressed in regard to the Highway Corridor Overlay requirements.

Mr. Haskett stated that all other requirements had been met or had been grandfathered in because they were in existence before County Zoning was instituted.
Mr. Lee was introduced and gave a brief history on Joe Lee Company.  He stated that they didn’t plan to expand beyond where their fence is now.  He said that they would be glad to abide by the landscaping requirements and zoning requirements and wanted to be a good corporation.

Penny Norman was introduced and stated that they just planned to add onto an existing building and would appreciate approval.

Mr. White asked for any questions from the public (there were none).

Mr. White asked for any questions from the board (there were none).

Mr. White then referenced a letter received from Jerry Small, Yvonne Parker, and Charles Parker Jr. speaking in opposition of the application.

Mr. Rascoe stated that the letter could be read into the record, but was not sworn testimony.

Mr. Haskett then read the letter into the record. (Attached)

Mr. Rascoe stated that there would be no violation of the Ordinance if they issued a Special Exception to Mr. Lee.

Mr. Barrett asked if there was a limit on the number of structures that can be on a piece of property.
Mr. Haskett stated there is 70% lot coverage that is allowed in the Highway Corridor Overlay.  He stated that if the 70% is exceeded, a Stormwater Management Plan must be supplied and that Mr. Lee had supplied that.

Mr. White then called for any further questions or comments (there were none).

Mr. White then closed the floor to public comment.

Mr. White then noted the three items included in the staff report that the Board needed to consider in making their decision.

Mr. White then called for any discussion from the board members (there was none).

Mr. Barrett made a motion to approve the application.

Mr. Britton seconded the motion.

The motion carried unanimously (4-0).

Mr. White asked if there was any new business to discuss.

Mr. Rascoe gave an update on the RiverSound project.  He stated that the developers were trying to come up with a sketch plan for Phases II and III.  He stated that a couple of the cell phone companies were making inquiries regarding the County owned communications towers.  He stated that the Department of Homeland Security/ Coast Guard had made an inquiry into co-locating onto the Valhalla tower. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

