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Chowan County Planning Board
February 19, 2008
Chowan County Courthouse

Broad Street

7:00pm

MINUTES
Chairman Roger Spivey called the meeting to order .He then asked Planner Wes Haskett to call the roll; Lia McDaniel, Jack Held, Roger Spivey, Fred Smith, and Jim Leggett were present.  William Holley arrived late and was not included in the vote tally. Kathy Williams was absent.
Mr. Spivey asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes from the November 20, 2007 meeting.  There being none, Mr. Spivey approved the minutes as written.
Mr. Haskett presented the only case on the agenda, Case No. CC-TA 08-01: A request from Chowan County to amend the Chowan County Zoning Ordinance; Article VII, to amend language in Section 7.03, B, General Standards & Section 7.03, D, Landscaping of Undeveloped Areas.  He then read the staff report into the record. (Attached)
Mr. Spivey asked for any examples Mr. Haskett could provide that would be situations where these sections would apply.

Mr. Haskett stated that the project where it was discovered that a text amendment would be necessary was Joe Lee’s mini-storage facility.  He stated that a mini-storage facility is a non-conforming use in that zoning district (A1).  He stated that Mr. Lee went before the Board of Adjustment to request a Special Exception to add on to the existing mini-storage facility.  He stated that when Mr. Lee went to do the landscaping that was required because of the property being located in the Highway Corridor Overlay, it was not clear as it was currently written in the Zoning Ordinance how many trees are required, how many shrubs are required, how many feet apart they had to be, etc.  He stated that these amendments to the Zoning Ordinance would make it clear exactly what was required.
Mr. Spivey stated that if the buffers were installed at some of the existing businesses, like Cherry Welding, it would be overly crowded because of their close proximity to the highway.

Mr. Haskett stated that the regulations would apply only to new businesses or developments, not existing businesses.

Mr. Haskett said another example would be the Church of Deliverance, he stated that when they applied for their zoning permit, it was required that they submit a landscaping plan.  He stated that it was required that a fifty foot buffer along the highway that has a mixture of trees and shrubs be installed and on the property lines that abut a residential development there must be a twenty five foot buffer with a mixture of trees and shrubs. 
Mr. Spivey expressed concern over the possible planting of tall trees and shrubs near the road and driveway and that making a possible hazardous situation with traffic going in and out of the driveway.

Mr. Haskett stated that the Ordinance states that there should be a clear line of sight and that the plantings in the buffer zone should not obstruct the view.

Mr. Spivey questioned whether a single-family residence would have to install a buffer.

Mr. Haskett answered no, only new businesses.
Mr. Smith moved to make a recommendation to approve the text amendment application to the County Commissioners.
Mr. Leggett seconded the motion.

The motion carried unanimously (5-0).

There being no new business, the meeting was adjourned.  

