[image: image1.jpg]EDENTON-CHOWAN
PLANNING AND INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT
P.0. Box 1030, Edenton, NC 27932
108 East King Street, Edenton, NC 27932
Phone 252-482-5618 FAX 252-482-5920





Chowan County Planning Board

October 20, 2009
 Chowan County Public Safety Center
West Freemason Street

7:00pm

MINUTES

Mr. Leggett asked Planner Wes Haskett to call the roll; Jeff Smith, Kathy Williams, Jim Leggett, and Mike Williams were present. William Holley, Bill Monds, and Patti Kersey were absent.  
Chairman Jim Leggett called the meeting to order and asked for a moment of silence.

Mr. Leggett asked for any corrections or additions to the minutes from the July 21, 2009 meeting.  There being none, Mr. Leggett approved the minutes.
Mr. Leggett noted the only item on the agenda, Preliminary plat review of a major subdivision located at 119 Athol Lane. (PIN 7823-13-13-8010) 
Mr. Haskett read the staff report into the record. (attached)

Mr. Williams asked if the area in question was established as a Voluntary Agricultural District.
Mr. Haskett stated that Chowan County had adopted a Voluntary Agricultural District which is one large district and each farmer or prospective farmer can elect to have their property included but a certificate is required to be included on the final plat to note that Chowan County does have a VAD ordinance.

Mr. Williams asked if each person moving into the county will be notified of the VAD ordinance.

Mr. Rascoe, County Manager stated that it is actually broken up into four districts and the way the notification will work is that all plats will have a certification stating that the property is within a VAD.  He stated that the only way it would come into play with individual deed transfers is if property that is transferred is located with in a certain distance of the registered farm.  
Mr. Smith asked if the property was an old military base.

Mr. Haskett stated that he believed that it was.

Mr. Smith asked if any old equipment or perhaps a trash dump from the military base was uncovered during work on the subdivision was the County held responsible.

Mr. Rascoe stated that there could be complaints from homeowners if something like that were uncovered but that he didn’t see how the County could be held liable.

Mr. Haskett stated that came up at the Technical Review Committee and it was noted that there were some pipes and old large septic systems but that the developer had indicated that he would be removing that equipment.

Mr. Williams asked for clarification on the wetlands classification.

Mr. Haskett stated that the only wetlands on this site are on the rear of the property.

Ms. Williams asked about the items included in the letter from the North Carolina Department of Environment & Natural Resources.

Mr. Haskett stated that they were state permit requirements and not something that the County was responsible for enforcing.  He stated that the developer was subject to a large fine from the state if they did not meet those requirements.  He stated that the County was notified by the state if there were any violations.

Ms. Williams questioned the statement that the area was unsuitable for septic tanks but that the area could be backfilled with sand and with ditching and landscaping it could be suitable.

Mr. Haskett stated that the statement was in a letter from Jon Morgan at Environmental Health and that it means that with the recommended improvements the land could be suitable for a septic system.

Mr. Farris, engineer, went on to describe how the septic system would work.
Mr. Haskett read a question from board member Patti Kersey that was e-mailed to him prior to the meeting.  He stated that she wanted to know if any prospective buyers were privy to the septic system concerns before purchasing a lot.

Mr. Farris stated that they were and that usually each prospective buyer was encouraged to check with Environmental Health before they buy.

Mr. Haskett stated that Ms. Kersey also wanted to ask if each prospective buyer applied for perking information in advance of purchase.

Mr. Farris stated that the land at this time would not perk without the necessary improvements.

Ms. Williams stated that on the deed it stated that only single family dwellings with a minimum of 1,000 square feet of interior living space will be permitted on the premises.  Such single family dwellings may be properly placed modular or doublewide mobile homes but no house trailer or camper trailer shall be permitted.
Mr. Haskett stated he felt that was addressing the property as a whole as opposed to the one tract to be subdivided.  

Mr. Rascoe stated that not withstanding that language the property would still be regulated to the higher standards of County Zoning.  

Mr. Rascoe stated that condition 3 on the staff report needed to be amended to read: Prior to submission of a Final Plat, a Homeowners Association and covenants shall be established for the maintenance of all drainage improvements, open space, and roads including restrictions required by the State Stormwater Permit that was issued for this project.
Mr. Leggett asked for clarification that there was to be 2,800 feet of open space.

Mr. Haskett stated that was correct and in a subdivision with more than ten lots the developer was required to provide 200 square feet of dedicated open space per lot to be available to the public or anyone who lives within the subdivision.  He stated that the plat had been revised to show that open space.
Mr. Leggett asked if the 30 foot easement was also a drainage easement.

Mr. Farris stated that was correct.

Mr. Leggett asked for any further questions from the Board members. (there were none)

Mr. Leggett asked for any questions from the public. (there were none)

Mr. Williams moved to approve the preliminary plat.  Mr. Smith seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously. (4-0)

Mr. Leggett asked for any further business.

Mr. Haskett stated that this would be his last Planning Board meeting and that he has accepted a planning position with the Town of Southern Shores.
Mr. Rascoe stated he was glad for Mr. Haskett professionally but was sorry to see him go.  He went on to state that the Planning & Inspections Department was jointly funded by the Town and County.  He stated that when Mr. Haskett announced that he would be leaving he spoke with the County Commissioners and they had decided that with the economy being what it is he had made the management decision to not seek a full time Planner for the County at this time.  He stated that the Town Manager was going to recommend to the Town Council that the Town seek hiring a full time Planner for the Town.  He stated that he along with Holly Colombo, Karen Castelloe, and Susanne Stallings would be reviewing applications as they come in.  He explained how things would be handled as far as items for the County Planning Board review.  
Mr. Haskett gave an update on pending projects for the County.
Mr. Rascoe gave a brief history of a legal issue that has come up in Pasquotank County that could affect how County Zoning is done depending on the outcome of the case in question.  He stated he would keep the board informed of any developments.  He stated that at the next Planning & Enterprise Committee meeting Scott Alons and Mark Powell would be presenting a proposal to create water management districts in Chowan County.  He stated that this proposal would allow the County to create its own service districts to plan for possible drainage issues and to potentially make assessments to pay for those improvements.  He stated that he had a request from a developer to change a road name within the County.  He stated that it is a state maintained road but by statute the County names the roads and can change the names of the roads pursuant to a public hearing and notifying landowners.  He stated that the developer of Wharf Landing, Paul Waff, had requested that the Board of Commissioners consider changing the name of Wildlife Access Road to Wharf Landing Road.  He stated that currently there is a private street going into the development called Wharf Landing Drive.  He stated that it has been run through 911, EMS, Sheriff’s Department, Police Department, and all other agencies and so far there has been no problem with it at staff level.  He stated that the next step would be the Board of Commissioners would vote to authorize a public hearing and landowner notification.  
Mr. Leggett asked for clarification on how Wharf Landing was approved.

Mr. Haskett and Mr. Rascoe explained how the development was approved which is classified as a Resort/Conference Facility which has been annexed into the Town of Edenton.
Ms. Williams asked about the status of Cypress Landing.

Mr. Rascoe stated that the ownership had transferred back to the original partnership.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

